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Meeting Notes 
23rd August 2018 

Apologies:  Jeanne MacWillson Emily Breen 

Attendees: Paul Malloy, David Anderson, Mervyn Bright, Lynn Jones, Anne Dyster, Joyce Lewis, 
Clare Maslen, Heather Cutler, Colin Cutler, Paul Guppy. 

Heather ran through the notes from the July meeting (created with thanks to Jeanne) and gave a 
short background to the purpose of the group for the new attendees, Lynn Jones and Paul Guppy. 

1 Pamphlets/Displays 

• ready for press for the bells pamphlet thanks to the bellringers 

• almost ready for the churchyard remarkable people pamphlet but will have a section added 
for the airman with a WW1 Commonwealth War Grave 

• almost ready for the children’s guide with an inclusion for a reference to Eleanor Mildred 
Sidgwick, 1845 – 1936 whom, apart from being a researcher with Lord Rayleigh and the 
Principal of Newnham College of the University of Cambridge from 1892, was also a leading 
figure in the Society for Psychical Research, a non-profit organisation whose stated purpose is 
to understand events and abilities commonly described as psychic or paranormal. 
Ghostbusters! There may also be a connection here with an anecdotal tale of the Nobel 
Laureate Lord Rayleigh, who is believed to have left a pen and paper under a bell jar, for him 
to make notes after his death and thus prove the existence of life after death. 

• awaiting additions or amendments for the Rayleigh Memorials Heather has yet to confirm the 
latest edition with Lord Rayleigh and his archivist. 

• Tony O’Shea is now starting the build for the permanent display panels. 

2 Graffitti 

• Paul Malloy showed the extensive work done by Emily and him and the various items they had 
found, including the confirmation of the Rochester crest by the College of Heralds.  

• One name found in the graffiti was Philip White, whom Mervyn may have identified in a 17th 
century part of his family tree. Paul and Mervyn will work together to see if this could be one 
and the same. Mervyn suggested reviewing the Barton book for family tree information. 

• The photographer, Peter Smith, will be attending on September 3rd to look at what is required. 
It is hoped his great expertise in architectural lighting with enhance the images, which will be 
used in the displays and pamphlets. 

3 Terling Tales 

• Anne outlined the work done so far, the group having chatted with three people so far. It is 
difficult to get anecdotes which make lovely pictures of life in the village then and now, and 
which is the aim of the project. Discussion took place about making the process easy to take 
notes about while remaining chatty. 

• Paul Guppy asked whether Fuller Street older people were included, and it was agreed that 
the two old parishes have been one church parish for so long and the Parish Council is one for 
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both Terling and Fairstead that they are. He suggested a couple of people whom Joyce will 
include if they are interested in the project. 

• Colin suggested a tea for all those with whom the group is chatting, either as a thank you or 
before more interviews, from which general discussion small groups could then have noted 
conversations about more specific stories of aspects of village life.  

• There was discussion about the vocal accent of Terling, which is sadly gradually disappearing. 
Perhaps some examples could be recorded with the permission of the resident, and kept as a 
sound-bite on the website? The group will look into the possibility. 

4 Clare’s research 

• Clare gave details of the item in the September Parish News regarding the refusal of the 
Terling blacksmith in 1231 to make shackles demanded by King Henry III to remove Hubert de 
Burgh, the Justiciar, then the equivalent to the Prime Minister, from sanctuary at the Terling 
Church.  

• She also had raised the possibility of the witches marks in the tower, identified by the 
archaeologist, may have been on reused timbers and related to the high incidence of local 
witch hunts. Clare has created a list of local witches and has begun researching some of the 
surnames. The first woman killed as a witch came from Hatfield Peverel.  

Clare and Emily will work together to research more information and Heather will check with 
the archaeologist whether he considered the timbers may have been reused from materials 
left when the tower fell. 

5 David’s projects 

• David has continued to work on photographing and detailing materials in the archive and work 
continues. There is still much to be done if anyone would like to assist.  

• He has also done further work on the use of the redundant shingles for commemorative 
coasters and key rings and described the problem we are having with adding the superb 
image, created by Angus MacWillson, in a manner that is cost effective yet resilient to 
subsequent varnishing and heat from cups.  

Lynn suggested a method not yet considered which will allow transfer of the image and will 
work with David to trial on some smooth scraps of shingle.  

Joyce also suggested a heat treatment, but this was considered difficult to replicate exact 
images but will be borne in mind. Heather had previously obtained prices for professional 

labels which would meet the criteria, but these would be expensive (£80 for 200). 

6 Other items 

• Sarah McNamara had a children’s craft group the previous day, for which David had smoothed 
down some shingles which Sarah had then primed. The children had then painted pictures of 
church items, such as the organ and Biblical scenes, which Rev Dowling had then posted to 
Facebook. It is hoped the images might be used in the archive and for the displays in the 

church. Heather will speak with Rev Dowling and Sarah. 

• Heather had found a website for a history group in a village called Redgrave who have a 
group like ours and who hold mini presentations at fairly frequent intervals of their archival 
material. The group thought this might be worth pursuing in due course. 

• The future of the URC chapel was discussed, and Heather outlined the links between the 
chapel and the 3 non-conformist vicars who met regularly here in the 1620s and who were 
forced to flee the actions of Archbishop Laud and move to America. There, they had gone on 
to be instrumental in the foundation of Harvard and the State of Connecticut.  

• The Parish Council has made arrangements for the building to be listed as a community asset, 
giving time for further work to be undertaken to look at potential uses for the building. The 
Parish Council is writing to the American Ambassador and to Harvard with a view to their 

thoughts on potential future use. 
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Clare reminded the group that Cornell University was also believed to be founded by Weld. 
She will liaise with Robin Dixon regarding approaching her friend who is a part of Cornell 
University.  

• Lynn asked if here was anyone able to show her the old buildings around the village and 
explain their history. There used to be a chap that did just that but sadly he died. There was 
no-one immediately to mind but it would be considered for potential assistance. Strangely, this 
day Heather had picked up a small booklet of Witham which did just that, but for Witham. It 
has a short description of each of the buildings on a walk, and attractive line drawing of each. 
It was suggested that if we can put a similar version together that might make a very attractive 

booklet for sale. To be pursued. 

Co-incidentally Paul Malloy had considered the possibility of a modern map of the village with 
the historic use of building superimposed. The two projects could work well together.  

• Mervyn had brought with him a number of historic records in electronic format which he loaded 
to the church PC. Heather will then load them to the archive and thanked Mervyn for sharing 
what constitutes a great deal of work by him over many years. More details of what Mervyn 
has kindly donated will be shown at next month’s meeting. 

A variety of books and archive items had been put on display for members to view after the meeting. 

The next meeting will be the 20th September at 2pm in the Tower Room 


