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Meeting Notes 
Meeting 20th September 2018 

Apologies from:  Jeanne MacWillson 
   David Anderson 

   Clare Maslen 

Attendees  Paul Malloy 
   Anne Dyster 
   Joyce Lewis  
   Mervyn Bright 
   Colin Cutler 
   Heather Cutler 

1. Colin showed the newly gilded cockerel weathervane which is to be remounted at the top of the 
spire when the current high winds subside. 

2. He also showed recent pictures of the lovely job being done by the clock face restorer and spoke 
of the Ancient Greek language on the sundial, also currently being restored. There was confusion 
regarding the lettering previously used, but a translation check with Rev Dowling and his 
colleagues confirmed the lettering required. The approximate translation of ΌΡΑ ΜΗ ΊΔΗΣ 

ΜΟΡΟΝ is “Look in and see your fate”. See the before and after versions below. 

 

3. The group then viewed the great photographs taken by Peter Smith (recently granted a Royal 
Warrant by Her Majesty The Queen) of the hard work by Paul and Emily to clean the various items 
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of graffiti. Peter has supplied these in various formats so that we can use them for the large 
displays and on pamphlets and they really bring the marks to life. See just a few of these below. 

4. Terling tales work is ongoing with the next two chats arranged with residents. Mervyn has already 
kindly supplied recordings from his Mother’s knowledge of the villages and it was agreed that his 
extensive local knowledge should also be included in the project. 

5. Joyce mentioned that a visit to Stow Maries WW1 airfield is well worthwhile. 

6. Heather told of the work being undertaken by Clare to help Parish Councillor Robin Dixon write to 
the US Ambassador and Harvard University to get their interest in the URC Chapel, now declared 
a community asset. Clare has continued to unearth connections with the three Thomas’ 
Clergymen, one of whom was Thomas Weld, our Vicar, Thomas Hooker from Chelmsford and 
Thomas Shepard from Coggeshall, who all met regularly here in Terling. All being non-conformist, 
they were at risk from the Archbishop Laud and escaped to America where they became men of 
great influence and involved in the setting up of Harvard and Cornell Universities and the State of 
Connecticut. 

7. Heather also passed around the three Parish News magazines recently donated by Marion 
Royce, which were of great interest. These are to be scanned for the archive and website and so 
that we can use prints for future History Events. 

8. Mervyn advised that he has now completed about a third of the scanning of Biddy (Mercia) 
Langstone’s slides and these were shown on screen at the end of the meeting. Mervyn has also 
completed a log of the content of each slide which will be included in the archive. 

9. Mervyn has also completed further census transcriptions, which will be included on the archive 
and website. He showed examples of the originals which showed how difficult it is to read some of 
the handwritten entries. Anne was intrigued by the description of some of the locations, including 
one where the house is known simply as “opposite the Rayleigh Arms”. 

10. Anne also asked for opinions on the best method of recording the future baptisms and whether a 
handwritten entry by the family as the current wallchart appears would be better over time as 
properly scripted entries may not be sustainable. There was debate but no decision. Heather will 
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ask Pam Shoobridge for details of the person who recently carried out the lovely update of the 
Rectors list. 

11. Items from archive box 5 were on display, including a number of historic maps of the area. Colin 
also showed the book of the Terling Parish Registers from 1538-1840 which were transcribed by 
Hon Charles R Strutt and typed and indexed by Hon Guy R Strutt. The book will be included in the 
archive but kept apart for safety. Mervyn has used this in the past and found it most useful and it 
will be available for future research by members of the group. 

The next meeting will be on October 25th at 2pm. 

Please note this is one week later than normal. 


