
1 of 3 
 

 

 

Meeting Notes 
Meeting 22nd November 2018 

 
Apologies from:  David Anderson (DA) 

Emily Breen (EB) 
   Colin Cutler (CC) 
   Anne Dyster (AD) 
  
Attendees  Joyce Lewis (JL) 
   Rose Holden (RH) 
   Paul Malloy (PM) 
   Mervyn Bright (MB) 
   Clare Maslen (CM) 
   Heather Cutler (HC) 

Jeanne MacWillson (JM) 
 
1. Matters arising from last meeting: 
 

Coasters:  HC was delighted to report that the coasters and keyrings had sold out within the first 
half hour of the Christmas Bazaar.  In total, 20 sets were sold as well as the three remaining 
individual ones. 

 
Wallcharts / Timeline:   HC, CM and JM will arrange to meet separately to take this project 
forward.  Guests from the team are welcome to join. 

 
Terling Tales:  The conversations have been completed and thought is being given as to how 
best to present. JL thought certainly a pamphlet and possibly a wall chart could be designed. PM 
and JL are currently collating the information within headings and will add some photos. 
Discussion also regarding the use of recordings, where approved by those who took part. 

 
Events:  Dates agreed 
29th January 2019 – Experts Evening 
2nd March 2019 – History Evening  
 
Slide Scanning:  MB has completed the scanning, which was a mammoth task, but will be very 
useful for future displays and events.  Images will be maintained in the archive but also be 
downloaded and added to website in groups of images. 
 
Dissenters Information regarding the URC chapel future:  Waiting for Parish Council (R. 
Dixon) to write to Cornell and Harvard universities and US Embassy to gauge their interest in the 
URC as a community asset. CM is continuing research on John Lydgate, monk and poet, and his 
association with Chaucer.  Chaucer’s son is recorded as having lived at Termitts. 
 
Pamphlets:  The pamphlets for the Bells, Family Fun and the Spire Restoration have been 
received back from the printers and HC distributed copies.  The Restoration pamphlet was also 
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given to all attendees at the Dedication Service on All Saints’ Day. Jackie Isted had pointed out 
an error regarding the name of Strutt painting above the archway to the tower, and this has been 
corrected on the artwork ready for future use. 

HC met with Lord and Lady Rayleigh and John Smith, their archivist, to discuss information for 
the Strutt Memorial and Churchyard’s Interesting People pamphlets. For the meeting Lord 
Rayleigh had also arranged to make available some fascinating architectural plans of designs for 
changes to the church in the 1800s. HC and CC had taken photos, so the group could compare 
what changes had been carried out and what not. These will be made available for the next 
meeting. Lady Rayleigh has also volunteered to photograph some lovely watercolours they have 
of various buildings in the village, and to make them available for fundraising or other sharing 
opportunities. 

 
Graffiti:  PM, CM and HC met regarding the choice of images for the graffiti wallchart. HC 
showed a full-size draft of the wallchart, which should have all those selected. The text to 
describe the marks must be short, but accurate, and at the moment is neither. HC will email the 
draft chart to team for proof-reading. 

 
2. Experts’ Evening 
 
 The following have been contacted: Architect, Structural Engineer, Archaeologist and Restoration 

Builders. HC requested that the team work on the flow of the evening: 
 
 7:00pm Arrival 
 7:30pm Opening address – CC 
 8:00pm Architect (approx. 15 mins) 
 8:20pm Structural Engineer (approx. 15 mins) 
 8:40pm Drinks & nibbles 
 9:15pm Archaeologist (approx. 15 mins) 
 9:35pm Restoration Builders (approx. 15 mins) 
 9:40pm Q&As 
 10:00pm Close 
 
 HC will email the draft outline of the evening to the team for their review. 
 
 Invitations will be emailed to: 
 - major donors 
 - bellringers and other interested groups 
 - John Hall, Rob Kean, the Bishop and the Terling Team 
 - Bat people 
 - Heritage Lottery Fund 
 - Terling School and PTA 
 - local U3A and Arts Society 
 - Braintree and Witham Times 
 - Essex Society for Family History 
 
Members also suggested invitations to Felsted Fine Art Society, Senior School Heads, and the ERO 
(to both advertise and attend). 
 
3 Other Events 
 
There will also be a traditional History Evening on the 2nd March for which help will be required, laying 
out items and making the whole thing interesting to the village. 
 
A feedback form is also required, Clare had drafted one some time ago and will provide. 
 
An Open Day is planned for the Spring 2019. Discussion followed about the best time and it was 
agreed that it should perhaps be a two-day event, a Friday and Saturday during school term time, to 
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allow schools and family attendance. History Group members were also requested to help with a 
number of slots for attendance during the two days to help with questions and tea making for visitors. 
CM and HC will liaise with Sarah McNamara for the date. 
 
4. Any Other Business: 
 
 PM spoke to the team about his time at the Essex Records Office looking at the Churchwardens 

accounts from the 17th & 18th centuries.  He will email clear document copies to HC. These are 
beautiful copperplate written documents and with clear reference to at least two people 
documented on, or family members of, graffiti within the tower room. 

 
 MB is now working on scanning Biddy Langstone’s book Vol. 2 and the Seymour book on Terling, 

4th edition.  Other areas he is looking into is the plane crash, and he has also traced the family 
tree of Ursula Brocklebank, a previous Lady Rayleigh, and is also working on 1871 census. 

 
 JL mentioned that she has acquired the two remembrance soldier images from the Great Leighs 

display. There was discussion about the beautiful job done by Rose Holden and the Craft Club 
members on the Poppy Door display, Clare on the 44 poppies for the 44 men on the memorial 
and one for the returning Zulu War soldier and HC on the ‘Every One Remembered’ wall chart. 

 
HC has a scanned copy of the Henry Smith legacy document which she will forward to PM. 

 
HC advised that she had been contacted through the HistoricTerling.wordpress.com website by a 
lady trying to research her family history in the village in the 1700s. Their family name was 
Gurton, but records of christenings were held by the URC and she was now at a loss to where to 
go and why it had shut. Members were asked if they had any ideas of family members remaining 
in the village and Mervyn volunteered to check. HC had referred her to the URC Witham and sent 
the closure article she had written for the magazine at the time of the closure service. 

 
There will be no meeting in December 2018. 

Happy Christmas History Hunters! 

The next meeting will be on Thursday 17th January 2019 at 2pm. 


