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Meeting Notes 
Meeting 24th October 2018 

Apologies from:  Jeanne MacWillson 
   Rose Holden 

Emily Breen 
  
Attendees  Joyce Lewis 
   Paul Malloy 
   David Anderson 
   Colin Cutler 
   Clare Maslen 
   Anne Dyster 
   Heather Cutler 
 
 
1. David showed the finished coasters and key 

rings, which were wonderful. These are made 
from the old shakes from the tower, and which 
will be sold at the Bazaar for church funds. The 
design was by Angus MacWillson, to whom we 
are very grateful.  

 
A variety of different methods for imprinting the 
shakes had been tried, until it was found the 
most effective was printing onto clear labels 
which were then varnished once applied to the 
coaster. 

 
David has made 20 sets of four coasters, a 
huge amount of work, with all being cut from a 
large number of shakes he sorted, then sanded, varnished several 
times and the logo applied. He reckons though that the most fiddly 
job was tying them with ribbon into sets to make them attractive   
for sale.  
 
Thank you David, a super job. 
 
They will be on sale for £5 for a pack of 4 coasters and  
£1 per key ring.  
 

 
2. Paul has been working with Joyce and Anne on the Terling Tales; with Clare on the names 

revealed on the brickwork on the Tower Room wall and has registered with Essex Records Office, 
which he will be visiting as soon as possible. 
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He was very impressed with the detail revealed in the high-resolution pictures taken by Peter 
Smith, to whom we are greatly indebted. Paul will be reviewing the photos, with Clare and 
Heather, to determine which we have some knowledge of and can use to make an attractive large 
permanent display. 
 

3. Mervyn is still scanning the huge 
number of Mercier (Biddy) Langstone’s 
slides. This is a huge task but will be 
great for the History Evening event. 
Heather had scanned only a few of 
these slides for the previous event and 
most were shown on projection only. 
After scanning we can use them in so 
many different ways. 
 
He has also transcribed more census records including 
finishing the 1881 Fairstead census. Still working on the 
less easily read Terling version of 1871, Mervyn had 
noted the inclusion between census records of Dairy 
House, in Owls Hill and wondered which building this had 
been.  
 
Many family names are unchanged – in this randomly selected example of 
the public census record for Terling 1881 it shows just three family names 
– Doe, Russell and Franklin. 
 
These and others will be added by Heather to the 
Mervyns Census Records page on the 
HistoricTerling.wordpress.com website. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Joyce, Anne and Paul reported that a number of very successful chats have taken place with 

residents for the Terling Tales process and they are close the drafting their first document. They 
have gathered a good number of war and school-time stories of life in the village 

 
Anne had brought a number of old films which might be transferred to DVD in time for the History 
Evening. Some may be duplicates of the original Lionel Gooday films, or new, different versions. 
Clare will contact the East Anglian Film Library with regard the potential for them to digitise them 
in return for the originals. 
 

5. Clare outlined the work that she had done to establish various links between religious dissenters 
from Terling and those who had travelled as a result to America and who had been instrumental in 
forming both Harvard and Cornell Universities. She has passed this to Parish Councillor Robin 
Dixon who is dealing with the application for the URC chapel to be converted into a house. The 
Terling & Fairstead Parish Council were not successful in gaining URC listing as a Community 
Asset. 

 
Unfortunately, she also revealed, the Cornell family also had a less salubrious side, running 
“illegal households” and Thomas Cornell Junior was convicted of murdering his step mother!   
 

https://historicterling.wordpress.com/mervyns-census-records/


3 of 4 
 

Clare had also found a document “Somme of a Conference in Terling 1643” which she was 
currently reading. 

 
 
Clare had also continued with a great deal of investigation into local interesting historical facts and 
people and discovered, amongst other things, that we had a saint from the village! 
 

SAINT JOHN HOUGHTON 
Saint John Houghton  (1486–1535) was a Carthusian Catholic priest from Terling in Essex. 
He was executed for his faith on the 4th May 1535 at Tyburn in London during the reign of 
Henry VIII. That date, 4th May, has been kept as the feast day for all of the English Martyrs 
who followed him. John Houghton was the first of the martyrs to be executed. His feast day is 
the same as the date that he was martyred - 4th May 1535, and that same date is used to 
celebrate all of the many following English Martyrs.  

 
Clare also found this information regarding one of the great family of benefactors to the church 
back in Tudor times, the Rochesters. 
 

John Rochester (c.1498–1537) was an English Catholic priest, Carthusian monk and martyr. 
He was hanged at York for refusing to concede King Henry VIII's supremacy over the church. 
John was the third son of John Rochester, of Terling, Essex, and Grisold Writtle, daughter of 
Walter Writtle, of Bobbingworth. He was the brother of Sir Robert Rochester, Comptroller of 
the Household and a member of the Privy Council under Queen Mary. 

 
6. Heather reported that she had been assisting David with the labels for the coasters; finalising 

three of the five current pamphlets; and finalising the advertising banners. 
 

The pamphlets for the Bells, Family Fun and the Spire Restoration are with the printers.  
 
Further to him reviewing the Strutt Family Memorials leaflet, Lord Rayleigh has asked to meet with 
Colin and Heather, with Sarah McNamara and the Strutt Archivist, John Smith. Heather has also 
held back publication of the Interesting People Remembered, churchyard pamphlet as this may be 
affected by the meeting with Lord Rayleigh. It is hoped that from this we will also get additional 
material for the permanent churchyard display board. 
 
Heather will be working on the large display timeline, previously outlined to 
the group, with Clare and Jeanne. Now Clare has found a number of 
interesting dates for the Terling connection, these will be put into 
chronological order and then set against events at a similar time in English 
general history and the rest of the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. At a recent funeral in a church in Wanstead, where construction work was 
currently underway and also funded by Heritage Lottery, the church had 
provided an A5 pamphlet for each visitor which was shown to the group. 
Although not necessarily ideal for a funeral perhaps it was interesting and 
worth considering for a future similar publication. 
 
Possible future projects might also include the Rochester Stories; The 
Terling Legacy in New England; the Suit of Armour in the tower; Shops and 
Houses in Terling. 
 

8. Help Needed! 
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Part of the HLF funding submission included the holding of: 
  

• an Experts Evening in the church. Presentations by the experts involved in the Tower 
Restoration, including Architect, Structural Engineer, Archaeologist, Builder. The date 
proposed by the Events Committee for this event is at the end of January 2019.  
 
Discussion agreed a Saturday might attract most attendees to this event. Speakers to be 
given an outline of what is expected of them for content and time, the latter being a 
maximum of 20 minutes. It was suggested there should be a break in the middle for 
refreshments and mingling. The event will be free to attend but with a request for 
donations. 
 

• A History Evening, similar to previous events but making more use of materials now held, 
the permanent displays, the photography and pamphlets created. Assistance will be 
required to help mount the event, gather materials etc. It has been suggested this take 
place on March 3rd 2019. 

 

• A Walk-In public event in the Spring 2019, possibly during or near school holidays (to 
include a visit by Terling School). Help will be needed to provide guide information for 
visitors. 
 

 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 22nd November 2018 at 2pm. 


