
 

These include a 

number of crests, 

one, (top right), 

identified as 

probably that of 

Richard le Grant, 

Archbishop of 

Canterbury.   

Others are masons 

marks, unusually on 

show, as they are 

normally on the face of 

the stone which will be 

hidden once in place. 

Also found are taper 

marks, used to ward off witches when building 

work was carried out in 1732. These are unusual 

in that generally the witch hunts and fears were 

over by this date. 

Other group members collected Terling Tales, 

memories of local residents of how life has 

changed within the village over their years.  

Others investigated remarkable people 

remembered in our church and churchyard. Still 

others collected and catalogued our social 

history records on our database and created and 

maintain our new website: 

HistoricTerling.wordpress.com . 

All Saints’ Church  

Terling 
Spire repairs in 2018 were 

funded by the  

Terling community,  

All Churches Trust and the 

Heritage Lottery Fund. 

Repairing 

the Spire  

All Saints’ 

Terling 

2018 

Terling Church  
First recorded in Papal records 

in 1227 

The Bellringers, a vital element to the life of 

the church, both in their regular ringing and 

their significant fundraising for the tower 

restoration, have also arranged ongoing 

Open Days for new and returning Ringers. 

The final job, and completion of the work, 

when the temporary guttering around the 

spire, used to collect the surplus natural 

tannins from the oak shakes, will be 

removed, will take place in about a year 

from now, in Autumn 2019. 

Our next tasks will be the internal 

redecoration and, possibly, the restoration of 

the large painting by Joseph Strutt. 

We hope that you, other visitors, and the 

residents of Terling, will continue to enjoy 

this wonderful church for at least another 

900 years.  
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Rocket Chicken, or 

Rocky, due to his 

unusual design), to 

their former glory. 

A group of young 

people from Essex 

YouthBuild also 

attended during the 

work, and Terling 

School children took 

part in a painting day. 

The Historic Terling 

Group has been set up 

and various members 

have worked hard to uncover a number of 

hidden gems of ancient graffiti.  

These were then photographed by one of the 

country’s leading architectural photographers, 

whose work now forms part of the displays 

within the church.  

The spire roof had last 

been repaired in the 

1970s, nearly 50 years 

ago.  

The work on the spire was 

now needed when the 

number of holes became 

excessive in the cedar 

wood tiles, known as 

shingles. These holes are 

created by woodpeckers 

and subsequently 

used by rooks to gain 

access to build nests.  

This lead to a 

physically huge 

problem of nesting 

materials and guano 

(bird poo) for the 

volunteers to remove - up to 70 black sacks of 

such rubbish each year! 

Of course, the holes also let in water, and this 

created additional problems for the structure 

of the spire and tower which date back beyond 

the rebuild of 1732. 

The village had been saving for the repair 

work for a number of years and had enjoyed a 

wide variety of events, including Heritage 

Events relating to the Rayleigh history 

including the Nobel Laureate, Posh Dinners, 

Clothing Swaps, Jazz on the Green, Quiz Nights 

and many more.  

Many kind and generous residents had 

contributed over £12,000 but initial estimates 

for the work of over £100,000 called for a 

concerted effort of applying to various 

charities for the bulk of the funds required. 

A small group of six residents and powered by 

one in particular, applied to twelve charities. 

Awards were made by All Churches Trust and 

the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF). 

A number of heritage related events were 

offered as part of the competitive bid to HLF. 

These included; creation of a History Group; 

development of a variety of promotional 

materials; an Historic Terling website and 

database of our archives of social and church 

history; an Historic Terling Evening; events and 

training opportunities for young people; and an 

event about the restoration and history of the 

spire. 

Following a competitive tender, the team 

appointed the architects Inkpen Downie, of 

Colchester, well known for their previous 

ecclesiastic heritage work. Having defined the 

Specification of Works, they then tendered 

competitively on our behalf, and appointed 

Bakers of Danbury as Main Contractors. Bakers 

have been established for over 140 years and 

have won many prestigious awards for their 

work, including RIBA National award 2017 for 

conservation works to 

St Albans Abbey. 

Work commenced on 

site in April 2018 and 

the last, now oak, roof 

shake was laid in 

September 2018.  

During that time the 

mason had also 

repaired various parts 

of the stonework and 

the gilder had 

restored the clock face, sun dial and 

weathervane (now known affectionately as 

Before and After - the sun dial and the clockface 


