
1 of 2 
 

 

Meeting Notes 
17th January 2019 

Apologies Jeanne MacWillson, Paul Malloy 

Attendees Joyce Lewis, Anne Dyster, Mervyn Bright, Colin Cutler, Clare Maslen, David Anderson,    
Heather Cutler 

Matters Arising from the November Meeting and not covered in updates below: 

• Paul Malloy’s copies of fascinating and beautifully scribed early Terling Churchwarden Accounts from 
his visit to ERO have been put on the web HistoricTerling.wordpress.com 

• Mervyn’s mammoth scanning of Biddy’s photographs and various other documents are now on the 
church PC but not yet on the web. Heather to action. 

• Heather had forwarded copy of Henry Smith Charity to Paul Malloy and can do so for others if they are 
interested. 

• Nothing more heard from the lady searching for Gurton family members although information supplied 
by Mervyn had been forwarded to her. 

1. Terling Tales 

Anne explained that they have seen a variety of people in the village now, chatting both in one to one or in 
small groups and these chats are continuing. The team has split the writing of the Tales into “The War 
Years” with Joyce leading, Schooldays with Paul leading, and Leisure with Anne leading. 

They have also written text for a pamphlet, Anne will circulate the electronically for comment. This will be 
drafted to the standard pamphlet design by Heather.  

2. Events 

Experts Evening 

• Heather apologised first for her error in previous meetings, the Experts Evening is the Saturday 
January 26th not 29th January. 

• Thanks were given to David for his previous very useful list of items for inclusion by the Experts, 
which had been used to format the presentations. 

• Invitations had been sent electronically and or by post to a wide range of people including the 
suggestions made at the last meeting.  

• Banners are on display, posters displayed, and handbills posted to every house. The cost of these 
has been met by the HLF funding. 

• Clare advised that she has agreed, with the PCC Events Committee, the event catering and 
arranged all the deliveries of food and wine. Wine will be by the bottle this time to permit use at 
subsequent events and to aid serving. Members help will be appreciated on the evening. 

• Heather advised that we would also be having a presentation by the photographer Peter Smith 
who had given so much time already for the recording of the graffiti. 

• Heather showed the final mock up for the graffiti wall chart which it is hoped will be ready for the 
Experts Evening event. 

• Heather showed the mock up wall charts for the Terling Timeline which Jeanne, Clare and she 
have been creating. This will now be two charts and are now at final creation stage for use from 
and at the Historic Terling event. 

Historic Terling Meeting 

• Clare spoke of the Historic Terling meeting on 2nd March, for which she has advertised more than 
once on the Facebook Terling Hub and in the Parish News, for people to lend photographs and 
memorabilia, without response. She is however, downloading pictures from the Hub and will put an 
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advice there that she is doing so, warning people that don’t want to have those used in the evening 
event, to let her know. 

• Joyce and Anne have items which can be used. 

• Mervyn advised that he has various photographs. (See below in “document creation”) 

• Heather spoke about the archiving and the need for care when the archived items are returned to 
storage after the event to ensure the records remain accurate. 

Open Day 

Heather had spoken to Sarah McNamara regarding the most suitable day(s) for the Church and School for 
the Open Day and will chase for dates so we can plan the rota for group members to help visitors during 
the days. Refreshments will be a simple cuppa. 

3. United Reformed Church chapel future 

The Universities of Harvard and Cornell were set up by groups which included the Vicar Weld of Terling, 
and two other dissenting Vicars associated with Terling  

Clare advised that she had resent the Dissenters information to Robin Dixon by email and he had 
confirmed receipt this time. Clare has also provided personal contact details for a senior Cornell 
administrator. Heather had previously provided contact detail for Harvard University. 

Clare has however, heard no more about whether Robin is pursuing the funding possibilities for the URC 
Chapel.  

4. Pamphlets 

John Smith, Lord Rayleigh’s archivist, has kindly proof read the Strutt Memorials, Churchyard (Interesting 
People Remembered) and Spire Restoration pamphlets, and Heather has now done the amendments. 
Printing is in hand for Interesting People and Strutt Memorials and reprint of Restoration. 

5. Victorian Restoration documents  

Pictures of the fascinating Victorian Restoration documents shown to Colin and Heather at Terling Place 
were handed around. Unfortunately, the images taken on phones were not very good but we have some 
others and will do some work on them so they can hopefully be better displayed on screen. 

6. Archiving 

David reported that he has recommenced the photographing and recording details of the items currently 
held in the archive.  

Although both he and Heather are continuing with this process, it is unlikely that it will be completed by the 
History Evening. All the items we have are already logged, but do not necessarily have the archive number 
yet applied. It is suggested that for the History event we only use those items with their number applied so 
we can get them back in the right storage. 

7. Document creation 

Mervyn reported that he has updated the 1871 and 1881 censuses and scanned the two versions of 
Mercia (Biddy) Langstone’s booklets “Local Customs”. 

He also advised that he had the Facebook Terling Hub photos and lists of those comments made on 
Facebook about each so this will help Clare no end for the History Evening Event. 

He also has some Essex Family Records pamphlets about Special Constables which may be of interest for 
the History Evening. Unfortunately, reference is to the Specials by surname and as there are quite a lot of 
people in the village with the same surname this might be a little confusing! 

8. Future Project Ideas 

Nothing heard from Robin Dixon regarding the view of the condition of the Joseph Strutt Picture. 

Pamphlet of the shops of Terling 

 


