
Henry Sidgwick  1838-1900 
Philosopher and Economist. Born 

in Yorkshire, Sidgwick was 

educated at Rugby (where his 

cousin Edward White Benson, who was 

later Archbishop of Canterbury, was a 

master) and at Trinity College 

Cambridge, where he subsequently 

lectured in Classics. He held the Knightsbridge 

Professorship of Moral Philosophy from 1883 until his 

death. A promoter of the education of women he 

founded the women-only Newnham College, the 

second Cambridge college to admit women after 

Girton. He wrote ‘The Methods of Ethics’ in 1874; was 

a member of the General Board of Studies; member of 

the Council of the Senate of the Indian Civil Service 

Board; the Local Examinations and Lectures Syndicate 

and Chairman of the Special Board for Moral Science. 

Married to Eleanor Mildred Balfour in 1876, he died at 

Terling Place on August 28th 1900. 

Eleanor Mildred Sidgwick, 1845 – 1936 

Known as Nora to her family 

and friends, Eleanor was born in East 

Lothian, the daughter of James 

Maitland Balfour and Lady Blanche 

Harriet. Eleanor was a physics 

researcher who assisted Lord 

Rayleigh in improving the accuracy of 

experimental measurement of electrical resistance. 

She was an activist for the higher education of women, 

Principal of Newnham College, Cambridge 

University, from 1892, where she had been one of the 

first students, and was awarded honorary degrees by 

the universities of Manchester, Edinburgh,  

St Andrews, and Birmingham. She was also a leading 

figure in the Society for Psychical Research.  

Her uncle, Lord Robert Cecil, later the third Marquis 

of Salisbury, was prime minister for three periods 

between 1886 and 1892, being followed, from 1902 to 

1905, by Eleanor’s brother Arthur Balfour, (giving 

rise, it is alleged, to the phrase ‘Bob’s your uncle’). 
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John Mackworth Wood 1859-1939 

An early Water Engineer, Wood was educated 

at Suffolk Grammar School and University College, 

London. In 1881 he became an Assistant Engineer at 

the New River Water Company, designing and 

supervising the building of reservoirs, filter beds, 

wells and engine houses. When the London water 

companies came under the control of the 

Metropolitan Water Board he was engineer for the 

New River District and latterly the Northern District, 

until retirement in 1924.  

He was one of the few engineers to be elected Fellow 

of the Society of Antiquaries. 
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Frederick William Smith (1890 – 1919) 

Born in Terling, Smith worked as a builder 

until joining the Navy in 1916.  During the First World 

War he became an aircraft engineer.  

He was transferred into the newly-formed Royal Air 

Force in February 1918 and died shortly before 

demobilisation in April 1919. 
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William Goodday Strutt (1762–1848)  

A British Army officer (Major General) who 

served as Governor of Quebec. Born in Springfield, 

Essex, he was the youngest son of John and Anne 

Strutt of Terling Place and grandson of Rev. William 

Goodday of this church. 

Entering the army in 1778, W G Strutt saw an 

exceptional amount of active military service 

including the French Revolutionary Wars on the 

Continent, the 1782 siege of Gibraltar and a French-

supported rebellion against British rule in  

St Vincent, British West Indies, where he was 

severely injured.  

In recognition of his service, King George III 

appointed him deputy governor of Stirling Castle 

and in 1800 to the sinecure office of governor of 

Quebec, a post he held until he died in 1848. His 

remains are interred in the private Strutt mausoleum 

in this church. 
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Thomas Cottiss (1844-1894) 

Between 1877-1879 and in the Royal Marine 

Artillery as a Gunner, Thomas served in the Zulu 

War in 1879 on HMS Shar. The Shar, which was 

returning from a visit to Pitcairn Island, was 

diverted to South Africa to assist in the war.   

Thomas survived the war and was pensioned off on 

his return, remaining a war pensioner until his 

untimely death at the age of 50 years.  

Sadly, despite being married with three children, 

Thomas committed suicide, having previously tried 

seven years before.  It seems that Thomas had   

long-term mental health problems, possibly as a 

result of his military service.  

At the inquest into his death his wife, Clara, advised 

the court that “he had suffered heatstroke in Egypt 

and moon-stroke in Africa”. He had also beaten 

and robbed in Terling in 1891, reported in a 

newspaper as a “Highway Robbery”.  

Whatever the reason, the newspaper headline in 

the Essex Newsman, “Sad end of a pensioner at 

Terling” was correct.   The report noted that, at 

Thomas’s well-attended funeral, the “Vicar was 

much affected”. 
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