
John William Strutt 

3rd Baron Rayleigh 

1842-1919 

The most famous member of this 

remarkable family was the 3rd 

Baron, a physicist who, with 

William Ramsay, discovered 

argon, an achievement for which 

he was awarded the 1904 Nobel Prize for Physics .  

He also discovered the phenomenon now called 

Rayleigh scattering, which explains why the sky is 

blue, and predicted the existence of surface 

waves, now known as Rayleigh waves.  

Rayleigh's textbook, The Theory of Sound, is still 

referred to by acoustic engineers today.  

 

All Saints’ Church  

Terling 
Spire repairs in 2018 were 

funded by the  

Terling community,  

All Churches Trust and the 

Heritage Lottery Fund. 

The  
Strutt Family 
Memorials  

in 
All Saints’ 

Church 
Terling 

The church of All Saints’ Terling contains 

a number of memorial gifts to members 

of the congregation or their families.  

These include (but are not a complete 

list), carved oak memorials to members 

of the Isted and the Bright families; a 

window commemoration to Fred 

Thurgood, gamekeeper; a marble and 

alabaster reredos in memory of the wife 

of Richard Strutt; an altar frontal in 

memory of Henry Doe and wall 

memorial to the Goodday family.  

A painting by David Rolt, “The Head of 

Christ” was given to commemorate the 

life of Captain Cecil Rolt, killed in action 

in 1945.  

For details of these memorials see the 

booklet “A Guide to Terling Church”. 

Hon Charles Strutt 

1910-1981 

A Cumbrian green slate is a 

memorial is to Charles Strutt, the 

son of Robert John Strutt, 4th 

Baron Rayleigh of Terling Place 

and Lady Mary Hilda Clements. 

He married Hon. Jean Elizabeth 

Davidson, daughter of John Colin 

Campbell Davidson,1st Viscount 

Davidson and Hon. Frances Joan 

Dickinson, Baroness Northchurch, 

on 17th December 1952. He died on 11th 

December 1981 aged 71. 

Charles Strutt graduated from Trinity College, 

Cambridge, in 1931 with a Bachelor of Arts and 

in 1934 with a Master of Arts. 

During the Second World War he gained the 

rank of Captain in the Royal Artillery. He was 

also a Governor of Felsted School. 

Terling Church  
First recorded in Papal records 

in 1227 
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Robert John Strutt 

The 4th Baron Rayleigh 

1875-1947 

& Lady Mary Hilda Strutt  

1875-1919 

A noted scientist and President 

of the Royal Institution, Fellow 

of Trinity College, Cambridge, 

Professor of Physics and 

Chairman of the Governing 

Body at Imperial College, London. 

In 1929 Robert was the first to measure the 

intensity of the light from the night sky. He 

carried out valuable work on radio activity in 

rock formations, and he wrote one of the first 

books on radioactivity, The Becquerel rays and 

the properties of radium (E. Arnold, 1904). 

His unpublished data was such that the US 

Airforce Cambridge Research Laboratories 

acquired it in 1963, at the same time as many of 

his father's experimental notebooks. They are 

now housed in the McDermott Library of the 

U.S. Air Force Academy, Colorado. 

The Rayleigh, a unit of photon flux used to 

measure airglow, is named after him, as is the 

Rayl, a unit of sound impedance.  

A special issue of Applied Optics published in 

1964, is devoted to the 3rd and 4th Barons 

Rayleigh. 

Robert also became President of the Society for 

Psychical Research in 1937. 

Lady Mary was the daughter of Robert 

Clements, 4th Earl of Leitrim and Winifred, 

Countess of Leitrim. 

 

Gerald Murray Strutt 

1880-1955 

This plaque shows 

that in 1957 Rhoda 

Strutt paid for the 

bells to be rehung in 

memory of her 

husband Gerald. 

The second plaque 

shows that in 1969 

the British Friesian 

Cattle Society gave 

two additional bells 

(making a total of 

eight) in memory of 

both Gerald and Rhoda Strutt. 

Gerald, the son of Edward Strutt, was a keen 

dairy farmer and one of the pioneers who set up 

the British Friesian Cattle Society in 1909.  

The breeding and improvement of the stock was 

achieved under the Terling (Lord Rayleigh’s 

Farms Ltd) and Lavenham (Strutt and Parker 

(Farms) Ltd) prefixes described as “a triumph of 

careful breeding that has been unsurpassed in 

the pedigree world”.  

Rhoda had worked alongside her husband and 

after his death continued their work, both as 

Director of the two firms and becoming President 

of the British Friesian Cattle Society. She was 

awarded an O.B.E. for her services to 

agriculture. 

In 1936 Gerald served as High Sheriff of  Essex. 

 

Sir Nigel Strutt  

1916-2004 

Sir Nigel served in North Africa in 

WWII and was also a member of 

the National Economic 

Development Council for 

Agriculture, Chairman of the 

Advisory Council for Agriculture 

& Horticulture, President of the 

Country Landowners’ Association, 

The British Friesian Cattle Society 

and the Royal Agricultural Society of England.  

A Fellow at Wye College, Master of the Worshipful 

Company of Farmers, receiving the Massey-

Ferguson Award in 1976, he received honorary 

degrees from Cranfield University and Essex 

University. Deputy Lieutenant for Essex and High 

Sheriff of Essex, he was knighted in 1972. 

Edward Gerald Strutt  

1854-1930 

The brother of the 3rd Baron, 

Edward was a British agriculturist 

who played an important role in 

British food and agricultural 

planning during World War I, for 

which he received the Order of 

the Companions of Honour  

in 1917.  

As well as running his family's estates, he             

co-founded the surveyors and land agents Strutt & 

Parker and he also pioneered sugar-beet 

production in the UK.  

Post War, he served on many government 

committees; was an honorary advisor to the  

Board of Agriculture, and an alderman of Essex 

County Council. 
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