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Meeting Notes 
Thursday 18th April 2019 

Attendees Colin Cutler, Paul Malloy, Anne Dyster, Joyce Lewis, Jeanne MacWillson, Clare Maslen, 

Heather Cutler 

Apologies David Anderson 

Meeting Notes from March were agreed.  

Matters arising 

The Crib Sheet for the Open Days (and similar visits by groups such as U3A) had been drafted by Heather and 

were circulated. These were discussed, with the printed copies of the available pamphlets also being circulated 

and update that the booklets A Guide to Terling Church should have a suggested donation of £3 to cover costs.  

Members were reminded also of the content of the War Memorial Book, it’s location by the south door and the 

need for more family supplied details of the men, all of whom are those on our Terling & Fairstead joint 

memorial, and who were killed during both World Wars. For demonstration to visitors of the men with greater 

information refer to Victor Wager WW1, Charles Richardson, WW2 and the Palmer brothers WW2 (Pam 

Palmer’s brothers-in-law). 

Paul will add a section to the crib sheet of the graffiti work he undertook, outlining the names found and their 

significance to the churchwardens records he investigated at Essex Records Office. 

Heather has obtained permission from Lord Rayleigh for as much of the green as necessary to be used for 

parking for the Open Days. 

Heather circulated the printed posters for the Open Days, which had been sent to Anne, Joyce, Clare and 

churchwarden Sarah McNamara for approval before production. Heather has since sent invitations and posters 

to the U3A groups at Chelmsford, Witham and Braintree, the latter immediately offering to put on their web and 

mention at their imminent general meeting. Also sent to Hatfield Peverel church magazine, the Arts Society and 

will be added on the Diocese what’s on webpage.  

Mervyn, Joyce, Jeanne, Heather and Clare took more posters for distribution around Terling, Ranks Green, 

White Notley, Hatfield, The WI at Whitelands and at the Essex Family History Society at Galleywood. 

The timetable for welcoming offering tea, coffee and assisting visitors to the Open days on 17th and 18th May 

was agreed as: 

Friday 17th May Saturday 18th May 

10am-12noon Joyce & Heather 10am-12noon Jeanne & Anne 

12 noon -2pm Joyce & Colin 12 noon -2pm Jeanne & David 

2pm-4pm Paul & Clare 2pm-4pm Clare & Heather 

 

Paul has also offered to act as reserve as required. 

Saturday only there will be bell maintenance seminars underway for visiting ringers. For safety reasons the 

ringing chamber and belfry will NOT be accessible to visitors during Saturday, other than those already booked 

for the seminar. There will be 3 sessions of attendees for the seminar. David Hengeli, Peter Rothera and Colin 
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will manage the seminar and seminar attendees will have one or more of these names as their contacts. Open 

day visitors, if interested in ringing or visiting the bells should be given the Bells of Terling pamphlet which has 

contact details and they will be very welcome to visit the bells if Colin is available, on the Friday.  

Clare has ordered a clear Perspex donation box to encourage donations from Open Day visitors although they 

should not be openly asked for a donation.  

Visitor numbers should be recorded (using a simple 5 bar gate) and invited to sign the visitors book.  

Clare has drafted feedback forms for the event which visitors should be encouraged but not required to 

complete. They have proved very useful previously. 

Anne volunteered to make some additional signage (also requested on a feedback form from an earlier event) 

using items from the Seymour booklet Guide to Terling Church and some family notes about Fred Thurgood. 

Heather to supply an electronic version of the guide to Anne. 

Teas and coffees to be offered to all visitors, and Jeanne and Colin offered to make some cakes. 

Clare has drafted some badges for the team members, following suggestions from the History Evening. Each 

member to write their name on the badges Clare will provide, to be more friendly than a printed name. 

The Welcome to Terling Church “A Frame”, with the refreshments sign to be put out each day in the porch or on 

the path depending on the weather, with the “thank you for visiting our church” left on the reverse to be seen 

when visitors leave. Please put back inside church in a pew when leaving the event on the Friday. 

Heather and Colin will put out the banners on Church Green and School Green for Heritage Event “soon” and 

change to “today”. For information the banners and support frames are stored in the mausoleum. 

Terling Tales 

Cricket stories have been requested on Facebook Terling Hub by Anne and the sub group will meet shortly to 

discuss the draft being created by Joyce. 

Archives 

David and Heather have continued to update the archives, and now have almost everything photographed or 

scanned. They will then revisit the listing of over 400 items to see where further streamlining can be done, and 

where items might be moved from one box to another to facilitate like items being grouped together. The 

database will then be updated again with the new locations.  

The PC will be available during the open Days for searches on the database and for showing the historic 

pictures. 

Paul will be getting back to cleaning some more graffiti. 

Jeanne, Clare and Heather to return to finding more about people buried in the churchyards. 

Heather to draft a Rochester pamphlet. 

Mervyn has supplied some modern local history DVDs for the archive and the 1871 transcribed census. He has 

also supplied some History of the Cricket Club from 1954, now loaded on the church PC but yet to be archived. 

He is scanning a number of newspaper articles, particularly records of funerals which give details of attendees 

and their relationships to the deceased. He is also working on the 1871 Fairstead census transcription. 

It would be nice in the future to get these available to more people, though Heather has now loaded those 

previously provided onto the historicterling.wordpress.com website. 

Clare is researching further into the Cornell University links with Terling and has supplied details to her friend at 

the university, who is very interested in these and the URC building. Heather had sent on some details from Rev 

John Hall about American Cornwell visitors to Terling previously researching the links. 

The suggestion was made to get the website onto the Terling Hub, which Heather will arrange. 

The next meeting will take place after the Open Days and will be at 2pm on Thursday 23rd May 2019 

historicterling.wordpress.com

