
 

 

Meeting Notes 
Meeting 23rd May 2019 

Attendees: Joyce Lewis, Clare Maslen, Mervyn Bright, Heather Cutler 

Apologies: Anne Dyster, David Anderson, Jeanne MacWillson, Paul Malloy, Colin Cutler 

Previous meeting notes were agreed. 

1 There was discussion regarding the success of the Open Days which had just taken place on 

the 17th and 18th May.  

• Generally, the days had gone well, with a number of attendees spending several hours at the 

event.  

• About 50 people attended. 

• Most attendees were local family members although some had come from Heybridge and 

other locations. The event had been advertised to the U3A groups at Maldon, Witham, 

Braintree, the Essex Family History Group and the Arts Society.  

• It was a great shame there was no attendance by the Terling School children. They had made 

a visit only two weeks previously and the dates had not been scheduled into their timetable. 

• The pairing of guides worked well, generally with one able to offer refreshments and the other 

to escort or answer questions.  

• Feedback forms showed attendees liked the materials on show, the guides enthusiasm and 

the tea and cakes! 

• One feedback form asked for more for children but there were the family quiz pamphlets, 

thoroughly enjoyed by Dora, and the children’s corner for little ones, so we must think about 

what is missing for any future events. 

• The crib sheet provided by Heather and the guide to graffiti provided by Paul, both proved 

useful. Compliments were also given for the cards provided by Anne using the descriptions 

from the Seymour Guide to Terling Church. These cards and crib sheets have been retained 

for future use when U3A groups attend. 

2 Terling Tales 

• Joyce advised that although Anne had requested cricket stories for the Terling Tales team 

using the Terling hub there was still a need for more anecdotes about the club, its members 

and social events, rather than just the scores against other teams. Heather will include an item 

on the HistroicTerling.Wordpress.com website. 

• They probably now have sufficient items about the war for that section of the work. 

• They have a good list of further people with whom they will be chatting. 

• They will also be using Mervyn’s recordings of the chats with his Mother regarding the village 

life. 



• Particularly as the notice regarding the licence for wrestling above the Village Hall door always 

attracts comments by visitors, they hope to include some stories of those days in the Leisure 

section. 

3 Mervyn has provided a great deal more electronic information for the archives, including 

newspaper cuttings and census transcriptions. Heather to look at the best way we can make this 

information easily available to a wider audience. 

4 Clare has heard nothing from the Parish Council member regarding the information she 

provided about Cornell University and the URC building. As the status of the sale or change of use by 

the URC is not known, nor the current formal view of Terling & Fairstead Parish Council, we cannot 

pursue this at this stage. 

5 David and Heather continue with the archive photographing, scanning and cataloguing. 

6 Clare and Jeanne are to work on finding more items regarding the churchyard “interesting 

people” to produce a wall chart in due course. 

7 The Open Days revealed that we have little to show about our most famous resident for use at 

such events and visits by U3A groups, who we are advised, always ask about the Nobel Laureate, 

Lord Rayleigh. Heather will write to Lord Rayleigh with a view to producing an approved pamphlet 

about his life and importance of the various discoveries he made. 

8 Heather would like to discover more about the Mildmays and Rochester families and their 

effects on the village. 

9 Clare wants to investigate the history of the original Terling Palace. 

10 Clare suggested an October visit by the group to the Essex Records Office (ERO) followed by 

a pub lunch, which was well received by the few attendees. She will follow up with ERO. 

11 Heather suggested that it might be good to encourage some other attendees who are not able 

to make afternoon meetings, by having occasional talks from local history experts. One suggested 

was Sylvia Kent whom Clare will contact. 

12 Heather reported that the previously proposed pamphlet of a guided walk through the village 

using the John Thurgood/Tarlton list of trades in various properties, may now have the services of 

someone who can sketch the houses. Heather will liaise. 

13 There are two U3A groups attending this summer. The first on the 6th June from Clacton from 

about 3pm, following their visit to Fairstead Church who are providing tea and cake. The second is 

Rayleigh group, visiting from 10am 15th July Tea, coffee, cakes or biscuits to be provided. Guides are 

requested. Heather will attend for 6th June (as the Clacton organiser is a pal), assisted by Joyce. 

14 Date of Next Meeting 

It was agreed that there be a 20th June meeting, then a summer recess until 26th September 

although some project groups will continue to meet as necessary. 


