
 

 

Meeting Notes 
20th June 2019 at Peace Cottage 

Attendees: Emily Breen, Paul Malloy, Anne Dyster, Colin Cutler, David Anderson, Clare Maslen, 

Heather Cutler 

Apologies: Jeanne MacWillson, Joyce Lewis, Mervyn Bright. 

Thanks were given to Emily for her kind hosting of the meeting at her home, there being a wedding 

underway in the church. 

The meeting notes from May were agreed. 

Reports 

1 The Clacton U3A attendance on 6th June went well, with Anne’s extracts from the Seymour 
book being well received by the attendees, who had expected a formal talk about the church. 
A welcome chat about the general age and history and direction to the extracts around the 
church, the display boards and pamphlets to take away, with reference also to the Guide to 
Terling Church books which are available for a donation, seemed to meet the visitors needs 
well. 

2 Terling Tales group still require a note on the HistoricTerling web asking for anecdotes about 
life in the village and the cricket club. Heather to arrange. Mervyn’s recordings to be checked 
through for appropriate sound bites. Anne and Paul to deal. 

3 The URC chapel is apparently up for sale on a commercial sales site. Nothing whatsoever has 
been heard from Robin Dixon (on behalf of the T&FPC) further to the information Clare 
provided him regarding the links between the founding of Cornell University and the religious 
leaders of Terling. Clare will not therefore pursue with her friend at Cornell University the 
potential for funding or other support, despite their history group apparently being interested. 

4 Heather had approached Lord Rayleigh about a pamphlet solely about the Nobel Laureate as 
the open day had revealed we had little written information. Lord Rayleigh had been very 
helpful as had the Hon. William Strutt and archivist John Smith. Subsequently Lord Rayleigh 
had alerted Heather to a formal paper drafted by Professor E A Davis and Sir John Meurig 
Thomas following the Open Day at Terling Place in May, organised to celebrate the 100 years 
since the death of the 3rd Baron Rayleigh. This information will be used to improve the current 
draft version. 

5 Paul reported that he had provided Alex with details of Essex Records Office (ERO) visit and 
photos of the graffiti and the links to the Churchwardens accounts he inspected. Alex (Emily’s 

partner) will be working with Paul on this from time to time. 

6 Paul reminded everyone of the October visit, arranged by Clare, for everyone interested to 
visit ERO. Clare asked again that people who are going should let her know what areas of 
interest they have so the ERO staff can prepare books, maps etc. as appropriate. 

7 Anne and Paul advised that Terling Tales now has a number of groups of people to whom 
they will be chatting in the near future. Although these are NOT question and answer 



sessions, the aide-memoirs of the subject types will be sent to the groups to let them have a 
think about the subjects beforehand, as without this it can be that people don’t remember 
things until after the chat. 

8 Colin advised there will be Bells Open Day, aimed to gather more bellringers but which will 
hopefully also attract more visitors to the body of the church, and for which guides might be 
useful and appreciated. Dates to be agreed. 

9 David, working on archive box 3, which is uncatalogued items, has found a number of press 
clippings which have been sorted into groups by type and being photographed. He has also 
found a number of church admin items some of which are possibly redundant and some may 
be appropriate for archival. He will chat with Sarah McNamara, 

10 Clare is drafting a booklet about Sebbies Gardens and the history of the workhouse, and the 
apothecary and the original locations of both. David advised that the buildings themselves had 

apparently been moved from near the church to the current Owls Hill location. 

11 Clare is investigating the Rochester family further, with a view to a pamphlet on their impact on 
Terling and the church. 

12 Heather described the pamphlet about which she had previously spoken to Alex about 
creating some pictures of some of the buildings listed in the John Thurgood and John Tarlton 
list of business in Terling. This pamphlet would be similar to the booklet used by Witham for 
walks around Newlands Street area of the town.  

13 Clare continues to look at graveyard interesting people. Colin reminded her that in addition to 
the Essex Family History chart of the graves locations there is a modern chart used by 
churchwardens for ongoing burials and family research. 

14 Mervyn had supplied many electronic items for the archives which Heather had reviewed and 
will be loading news clippings a few at a time to the web. 

15 On the 15th July 2019 a U3A group will be attending from Rayleigh. Guides are requested. 
Colin and Anne volunteered, and Emily may be available. The group will attend at 10am and 
preparation will obviously be required beforehand. The Seymour extracts have all been 
numbered, marked on the plan of the church and all stored together in a plastic see-through 
file kept in the Vestry, as is the Welcome to All Saints A frame notice to be put in the entrance 
porch. Tea and coffee and biscuits or cake (supplied by the guides and for which a claim can 
be made for reimbursement by the church Treasurer) will be expected by the visitors who will 
normally then leave a donation for the visit, given by the organiser, to the church.  

16 The next meeting will be at 2pm in the church on Thursday 26th September. 


