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Meeting Notes 

29th September 2019 
Attendees: Clare Maslen, Paul Malloy, Joyce Lewis, Mervyn Bright, Heather Cutler, Alex Pieropan. 

Apologies: Jeanne MacWillson, Anne Dyster, Emily Breen, David Anderson, Colin Cutler 

This was the first meeting after the summer recess. The notes from the last meeting were agreed and 

some actions had continued through the summer period. 

Paul reported that he had recently restarted revealing more graffiti on the Tower Room walls. He 

hopes to visit St Mary’s Church in Suffolk where some interesting graffiti has been found as 

mentioned in Matthew Champions book on Medieval Graffiti. Others may wish to join him on the visit. 

Heather warned of the PCC plans to put kitchen units against the walls, which will require some of the 

graffiti to be covered in museum style Perspex held away from the wall. 

David had done a splendid job sorting and categorising various newspapers from Biddy’s legacy 

documents and these are now on the archive database and stored in two separate black folders 

which members saw. A number of the documents are very fragile, and it is suggested that if the 

folders are used for displays, they are watched over by group members and they need very careful 

handling. 

Heather had continued to work on the archive updates and on the finalisation of the 3rd Baron 

pamphlet which had been significantly amended after additional information was supplied by Lord 

Rayleigh. These are now printed and in the church. Clare noted that on a recent visit to the 

Chelmsford Museum sadly there appeared to be no displays relating to the Nobel Laureate Lord 

Rayleigh. 

Paul and Anne met the three Kroll sisters for the Terling Tales and there had been a lively chat about 

life in the village. They have a further number of approximately nine villagers to speak with. 

Heather and Alex discussed the proposed drawings of village buildings for a pamphlet for walk around 

the centre of the village. 

Clare had previously found a granite item in her Butlers Lodge garden, which looks machined and old. 

She has verbal permission from Lord Rayleigh to investigate its history. 

Mervyn has been cataloguing his family and local newspaper clippings and we were treated to a slide 

show of them, bringing back a lot of memories. These are now on the church PC and will be 

catalogued into the archive database in due course. 
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Heather advised that Christine Fance had recently donated a metal 

tray which records the Terling Provident Society Jubilee. 

Churchwarden Sarah McNamara had also advised that a white 

horse statuette had been presented by the Clare and Mick Maslen to 

the church. This records the lives of horses taken during wartime as 

part of the Remembrance items.  

Also donated to the church, by Mr & Mrs Anthony of Maldon, is an 

illuminated script recording the election of Mrs Anthony’s 

grandfather David W Fisher to membership of Essex Change 

Ringers Association. Although this is clearly old, possibly Victorian 

from the style, there is no apparent date. This now hangs in the 

ringing chamber. Mr Fisher and his wife Minnie are buried in All 

Saints’ churchyard and Mr Fisher was the grandfather of both 

Elizabeth Twin and Richard Fisher. 

Joyce suggested a History group walk around the village. 

Clare is arranging the visit to the ERO followed by a pub lunch, possibly now for November. Transport 

was discussed and as there are sufficient drivers, and not many of us, it was thought a minibus hire 

might not be required. Members were requested to let her know by email, those things they would like 

the ERO to have ready, such as specific churchwardens accounts, maps etc. (A search on the Essex 

CC Records Office SEAX website will show what they have available for viewing).  

Clare is to ask her friend who gives local history talks whether and what subject they might provide a 

History Evening talk for a wider audience of the village. If this is found not practical Heather will 

search for another speaker. If anyone has suggestions for a speaker with knowledge of local history 

the contact would be appreciated. 

Heather hopes to investigate the Marconi relationship with the village. The archive has some pictures 

of the Marconi station on the Estate and of Gerald Isted holidaying on the Marconi yacht. She will 

speak with Bob Isted and Lord Rayleigh’s archivist for more information.  

Clare has discovered that in 1032 Terling formed part of the land owned by the famous Lady Godiva, 

which she gave to the See of Ely, and which lead to the building of the Palace of Terling. She will be 

investigating further. 

Clare is also working with Mervyn regarding the life story of Charles Ward. 

There was significant discussion of the forthcoming visit by the Rayleigh U3A group on Monday 

October 7th. They will arrive at 10.30 with a party of 12-15 people. This is the follow up visit by the last 

U3A group who were sufficiently impressed they asked at the end of that visit if they could bring 

another group. 

They will be welcomed with tea, coffee and biscuits and introduced to the church in a brief history and 

invited to look around with the aid of the Anne Dyster extracts from the Richard Seymour guide to the 

church book. Also, on display will be Terling books and extracts from the archive, together with the 

standard display boards, the PC archive of photographs on slideshow mode, the War memorial book 

and wallboard. The Welcome to the Church sign will be in the porch or outside depending upon the 

weather. HistoricTerling group members assisting are asked to use their name cards.   

The next meeting will be at 2pm on 24th October 2019.  


