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Meeting Notes 

24th October 2019 

Attendees: Anne Dyster, David Anderson, Paul Malloy, Colin Cutler, Averil Gotts, Eric Gotts, 

Heather Cutler. 

Apologies: Mervyn Bright, Jeanne MacWillson, Clare Maslen 

Updates 

1 Paul has now been to Suffolk to visit St Mary’s Lidgate church, where he met Roderick 

Braithwaite, a corporate historian and researcher who also has an interest in medieval graffiti, whom 

Paul invited to visit Terling.  

St Mary’s Lidgate church (see the Secret Suffolk website http://secretsuffolk.com/lidgate-st-marys/ for 

a fascinating read) has significant ancient graffiti, some of which is similar in date or type to our own.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He also visited Stoke by Clare Baptist Church where there are other similar marks. Note: here is a 

super paper on such marks on the webpage: 

https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/apotropaic-witches-marks-carvings  

Paul is also going to be looking at graffiti on the pillars of our church. We do know about the unusual 

use of mason’s marks found on a number of the pillars, which were photo chronicled and reported by 

the Archaeologist appointed by the Spire Restoration project. Some of these, and the tops of some 

pillars, have remnants of pre-Commonwealth red paint which will not be disturbed.  

Stoke by Clare  
Possibly a Holy Monogram 

Lidgate Stoke by Clare Baptist Church 

http://secretsuffolk.com/lidgate-st-marys/
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/apotropaic-witches-marks-carvings
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Following Clare’s original research, Paul has created a crib sheet for members use during U3A and 

similar group visits, relating to Richard Le Grant and this has been increased to include the related 

story of Hugh De Burgh. This will also be put on our website. 

2 The work undertaken by David sorting the newspapers previously archived of world and local 

events by Biddy Langstone was shown to new attendees Averil and Eric.  

Colin asked whether any current record was being kept of Terling in the News for the archives, which 

it is not. He volunteered to keep the local press updated with Terling events in the manor previously 

undertaken by Biddy Langstone and others more recently. 

3 Anne reported on the Terling Tales process, and spoke of a fascinating chain of medallions, 

awarded for the Terling Quoit competitions of yesteryear, and shown by Libby, Rose and Hilary (Kroll) 

when they were meeting recently. Anne to check if we could photograph the chain and scan other 

photos they had brought along. 

They are still hoping for some further amusing anecdotes such as Derek Roger’s tale of the 

Poles/poles he had to fetch as a young man. 

Anne reminded that we had said we would do a tea for the Terling Tales groups and that will be 

arranged perhaps for the Spring weather. 

4 Averil and Eric had brought along a most interesting photo of their home, ‘White House’ on 

Gambles Green, when it was two very distinctly separate cottages but joined as one. The roof line 

and style is quite different between the two, yet apparently the lower half was built as an extension 

because there were so many children in the family. It was like this until purchased by their immediate 

predecessor, in the 1960s, but it looks like it had not changed for many years before that. 

Apparently, the family had come from Leytonstone, where they had worked on the railways. One of 

the men we are still researching for family details in the war memorial book may have links to the 

family and Heather will research further. 

5 Heather mentioned that as we now had quite an interesting collection of books, pictures and 

the tray recently donated by Christine Fance, it might be nice on one of our open days or similar to 

show all those items together as a feature, and perhaps on the web.  

Colin reminded us we also have a set of commemorative knives which were auctioned in the village 

several years ago which he bought and donated. 

6 There was discussion regarding the provision of interesting Speakers (for an evening or 

weekend event) who had local history knowledge. Suggested were Janet Gayford, local historian and 

writer; the historian that writes for the Maldon Gazette, and the Gardening Club had a very interesting 

speaker recently, which might be worth remembering for a later event. Heather to investigate further. 

7 Would members please let Clare 

know the things they would like to see 

when we make our outing to the Essex 

Records Office. This visit will now be in the 

new year, but we should let Clare know as 

soon as possible. That will allow staff to 

have items ready for us rather than trying 

to find them when we get there. Eric would 

like to see the maps of the village that 

show the houses ‘flattened’. A small 

version showing the centre of the village is 

currently on the 

HistoricTerling.wordpress.com web page   . 
https://historicterling.wordpress.com/glimpes-of-life-in-terling/  may be the type. 

HistoricTerling.wordpress.com
https://historicterling.wordpress.com/glimpes-of-life-in-terling/
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8 David continues to wade through the archives, photographing and cataloguing. There are now 

about 500 items scanned or photographed and boxed, although Heather had recently found some 

mixed boxes and will be resorting and with David, removing and combining some duplications. 

David also suggested that the Heraldic Notes guidebook created by Clare for the open days should 

be on view as it is a shame to be hidden in the archives. Heather will arrange a duplicate copy to 

facilitate both. 

The next meeting will be on November 21st at 2pm. 


