
 

 

Meeting Notes 

11th June 2020 via Zoom 

[It should be noted that Zoom is a commercial organisation being used extensively during the 
pandemic for online virtual meetings, where attendees can log in to a private meeting through 
their web browser and see and hear all other attendees throughout the meeting. However, for 
free use of the service the meeting is limited to 40 minutes by the software, with meeting 
slots being only 30 minutes. These may on occasion be extended by the provider, or by the 
meeting host (creator) ending the meeting and host and attendees immediately relogging into 
the original meeting request number] 

Attendees: Colin Cutler, Mervyn Bright, Anne Dyster, Paul Malloy, Joyce Lewis (30 minutes 
only due to Zoom reconnection problem) David Anderson (few minutes only due to 
Broadband failure). 

Apologies: Jeanne MacWillson, Clare Maslen 

1. Heather welcomed everyone back, thanked them for joining the virtual meeting, and for 
all the work they had done over the last 12 months and before.  

2. Annual Report The group had recently reviewed and commented on the draft Annual 
Review of the group’s activities, given (as do the other groups hosted by All Saints’) to 
the churchwardens for the Annual Meeting of the Parochial Church Council, normally 
held in April. 

3. Meeting Notes Heather apologised for the omission, recently reported by Mervyn, of any 
notes from the last meeting, of 20th February 2020. This would be rectified in the 
immediate future. 

4. Additional thanks due to Joyce for her contributions to the Parish News recently while 
the magazine has been online and without much of it’s normal content. Her 
commentaries on the lockdown have been very gratefully received and will also form part 
of the archive. 

5. Archive Website Recently Heather had found a countrywide website for archives and 
had requested members thoughts on joining and adding our archive. Heather will 
investigate further, but a quick look has shown there may be some funding available, and 
it has certainly been worthwhile looking at websites of similar groups, which members 
might like to investigate further. https://www.communityarchives.org.uk/ 

6. Church News Colin updated the group with the latest information regarding churches 
reopening. As members know all churches were closed to everyone, except one person 
for maintenance checks, at the beginning of the pandemic lockdown.  

https://www.communityarchives.org.uk/


7. The Government and Diocese have now permitted all churches to reopen from Saturday 
13th June 2020, subject to being able to implement social distancing requirements, and 
initially only for personal prayer. No services or singing events are permitted still at this 
time, though it is hoped some limited services may restart in July. 

8. Visits At this time there are no known plans to restart visiting groups such as the 
cancelled U3A group who were due in April. It was agreed we will write to them when we 
know more and invite them to rearrange their visit. 

9. Mervyn updated everyone with the work he had been doing on various census records, 
particularly the 1851.  

10. He had also come across, and asked members by previous emails, for any information 
regarding the use of the name ‘Butters’ in old documents. It appears to be an area, now 
lost in terminology, or, it was suggested, was recording a property which ‘abutted’ 
another. 

11. For some time, Mervyn explained, had hoped to complete his family tree booklet, and, 
like many others in similar situations, he had felt the pandemic good cause to ensure it 
was completed promptly. This has therefore been on the website for some weeks.  

12. He has also been cataloguing and sending to the archives, various news clippings, which 
is an ongoing task. He is currently publishing many of his Poleroid [an instant print 
camera system of the 60s and 70s] pictures of family, friends and events, many of which 
will also be archived. 

13. Illustrated Walking Map Heather advised regarding the previously proposed walking 
map of the centre of the village with illustrations of interesting buildings with a little of their 
history. Since the last meeting she had made some suggestions of buildings to Alex for 
him to illustrate. These included the Chapel, Peace, Church View, Tudor House, The 
Village Stores, The Manse, The School, The Tea Room/Surgery, The Old Vicarage, The 
Mill, (suggestions requested for best in Waltham Road – the Bakery? Watt Hobbs? Back 
to Coffee House, New House, Cricket Club, Swimming Pool, Village Hall, Bromwell Lees, 
Church. We do need to be cautious however regarding privacy of residents in our 
selection. 

14. With this guide in mind members were recommended to a website 
https://rshg.org.uk/education-section/ryde-heritage-audio-trail/ recently found, which has 
such a walk on the web and in printable format, and which also has an audio version. As 
we have stated that we would work with RNIB on a piece of heritage work, members 
were asked for their views about doing something similar.  

 

https://rshg.org.uk/education-section/ryde-heritage-audio-trail/


 

15. Terling Tales Joyce/Anne/Paul reported that they had an appointment with an 
interviewee for the beginning of lockdown, which of course could not take place. She will 
be asked as soon as practical if she will still meet. Anne to advertise to people to write 
down their tales of living and working in Terling as an option, with item in the Parish 
News and on Facebook. Heather also suggested they might like to see the website of the 
Oral History Society. https://www.ohs.org.uk/  

16. Thurgood Archive Items Anne reminded the group that she has a number of her 
father’s items for the archive. Now David and Heather are nearing the end of cataloguing 
existing items these will be taken into the church for sorting and cataloguing when 
pandemic rules permit. 

17. Anne is also now looking at investigating and recording her own family tree. Offers of 
help from Mervyn and Heather with access to several software packages. 

18. Churches, Graffiti and Griggs Paul said that within restrictions he had visited a number 
of lovely churches, though because they are all currently locked he has not been able to 
see inside for graffiti or painting. 

19. He is investigating the use of the name Griggs on our church graffiti. There was a lane, 
through (now Oakfield Lane) to Copperfields House and Clare had found reference to 
various Griggs yeomen in the 1600s including one Thomas Griggs, who made a donation 
to the first tower rebuild before it fell down again to be repaired in 1732. By the early 
1800’s the land where Griggs Lane is now was owned by a farmer of the same family 
name. 

20. Archive cataloguing David and Heather have continued to wade through archive 
materials, photographing and scanning and resorting various boxes. Although there is 
still quite a bit to do, the back has now probably been broken of the bulk of existing 
materials. They are to have a socially distanced meeting in David’s garden shortly to sort 
some remaining queries on the material David has recently sorted through. 

21. Ongoing Projects Although they had previously reviewed the draft Annual Report 
members were asked if they would like to add to the proposals for ongoing projects. If 
members like any ideas they see on other historic group websites please bring them 
along to future meetings. 

22. Chapel Latest There is no known change in terms of the future of the Chapel sadly. It 
would appear that if, as believed, a bid was made by LRF it has not progressed. The 
Parish Council, while keen that something positive is done with the building, appear 
concerned that any community use would not have sufficient use and support to be 
viable. 

23. Lockdown Record Members were asked to diarise and photograph their lockdown lives 
for the archive. Heather advised we have asked a number of times on Terling Facebook 
Hub, on posters and in the Parish News magazine but have had very little response. 

24. Web Site Heather advised that she had recently updated the website with a number of 
Mervyn’s and other news clips and other items.  

25. Website Visitors Last year there were 2375 views of the site from 10 countries, the 
second biggest being Denmark. This may be because a branch of the Palmer family 
moved there some years back. 

26. Next Meeting It was agreed to hold the next meeting via Zoom in July. Zoom 
subsequently advised the host that our next meeting will not be time limited. 

 

https://www.ohs.org.uk/

