
 

 

Meeting Notes 20th February 2020 
Attendees Clare Maslen, David Anderson, Anne Dyster, Paul Malloy, Colin Cutler, Heather Cutler, 

Joyce Lewis, Mervyn Bright 

Apologies Jeannie MacWillson  

1 ERO visit discussed and possible subjects. Members to list the specific things of interest 
so that the ERO staff can get them ready before our meeting. 

2 Clare spoke of Anne Bickerstaff of Terling, whom she had found in the National Archives 
for 5 April 1668. She hopes the ERO visit will show why she was dead within two years of 

making her will. 

3 Clare has a magnifier for checking the village maps. Mervyn has requested several from 
ERO including a copy of the Walker Map.  

4 Clare has been studying the road names and road changes and is researching place 

names including Terling Palace.  

5 Joyce, Anne and Paul reported on the Terling Tales group action, which has some new 
names for interviews, some people with lots of memories. 

6 A Terling Tales Tea was discussed and money could be made available for this to 
encourage people to chat. 

7 Mervyn reported on the significant amount of items he had supplied for the archives 
including newspaper cuttings. Although the 1861 census records had proved difficult to 
transcribe Fairstead was completed. He also mentioned the work he was doing on the 
Terling Fever which had centred on the Normal Hill area and ‘Cracklands Cottage’. He is 

now working on Terling 1861 census. 

8 For some time Mervyn had wanted to do a booklet of his extensive local family tree, 
mapping his family chronology. He has been looking at maps of the area for 1597, 1874 
and 1897 by which time Mill Street had disappeared. Also had consulted a 1922 map 

which showed a footpath from Maddox to Terling Place. 

9 Paul suggested a group walk around the village, good for interest sharing and to pick the 
houses for the walk pamphlet. 

10 Joyce plans to finish her family book for year end, and Clare offered any assistance as she 

knows her Mother’s publishers. 

11 Paul continues to work on the graffiti, but this is slow work as great care is needed. There 
is a YouTube video by Chris Holten of Fairstead Church wall paintings, (though I have not 
been able to locate this, perhaps we could have more information). Paul also has visited St 

Mary’s Trostan Suffolk and others. 

12 The forthcoming visit by U3A was planned. 

13 David is continuing with archive item grouping and photography. The box on which he is 
currently working is “dreadful” being one that has a collection of all sorts many of which are 
not yet numbered or properly sorted, other than perhaps as ‘a collection of newspapers’ for 



example. This requires sorting the materials carefully, adding some to other existing 
folders and creating some new. 

14 Colin is shifting archive boxes! 

15 Heather brought to the group the lovely drawings of village buildings which had been 
created some 15 years ago at least, for tea towels sold in the Village Stores. Having 
advertised this on the Terling Hub Facebook page, looking for the original artist without 
success, it was suggested that possibly Kathy Bates or Annabel Burtt may have drawn 
them. Enquiries at the Village Stores revealed that Wendy had inherited a lot but now had 
none left, and she believed they had been created for Sarah and Ray who ran the store 
before her. Heather will enquire of all. 

16 Heather had been looking again at getting some expert local history Speakers for some 
special evening or weekend events and will continue. Certainly potentially: 

a. Janet Gyford, Witham Historian https://www.janetgyford.com/books/history-witham/; 

b.  Kate J Cole, http://www.essexvoicespast.com/essex-local-history-talks/ 

c. Family history speaker : Peter Layzell https://www.familyhistoryfederation.com/family-
history-speaker-essex-peter-layzell ;  

d. Family history speaker : Eric D Probert https://www.familyhistoryfederation.com/family-
history-speaker-essex-eric-d-probert  

e. Graham Harrison https://speakernet.co.uk/talk/636/a-warning-to-country-folk-tales-
from-the-elizabethan-underworld 

17 Next meeting 19th March 2020 
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