
 

 

Meeting Notes 

15th October 2020 

Once again, due to Coronavirus restrictions the meeting took place using Zoom online. 
 

 
 
Attendees David Anderson 
  Paul Malloy 
  Joyce Lewis 
  Colin Cutler 
  Mervyn Bright 
  Anne Dyster 
  Clare Maslen 
  Heather Cutler 

Apologies Jeanne MacWillson 
 
Heather also apologised to Robin Dixon and Debbie Baisden for not including them in the zoom 
meeting details. 
   
Activities since September Meeting 

1 Mervyn has been working on the transcription of the 1851 Fairstead census and on more 

newspaper clippings, particularly family files. On the website now is the picture of his grand-

parents diamond wedding, and more will be loaded soon. 

2 Anne described work on Terling Tales and remarked on how well items, such as those of 

school published by Robert Palmer were received on the hub, though largely this is transitory as 

only Mervyn makes use of the file saving option on Facebook.  Contributors, when asked, are 

usually very happy for such items to be kept for the archives, however. Anne will supply some 

and The Parish News will carry themed pictures for readers such as Village Stores, WI events, 



entertainment items such as pantos etc and these will also be loaded to the archive and web.  

3 Paul also described his Terling Tales work on the subject of schooling and will be sending 

some compilations to Joyce and Anne for review.  

Sadly, he has not been able to take forward the ancient graffiti with Rodney, our Suffolk contact, 

who is not well.   

Paul will be organising a walk around the village shortly within Covid regulations, to start writing 

down some histories and local knowledge of various buildings. 

4 Joyce is dealing with the War Years for the group and recently completed a war-time 

themed walk along the Chelmer, her “Up Country” article of which is in the November 2020 

Parish News magazine. She described the Essex County Council storyboards which are along 

the walk, describing the area in May/June 1940, when the area was considered at high risk from 

German invasion, and why there were so many concrete ‘pill-box’ concrete defence positions 

built across this area in a remarkably short time. A number of these can still be seen along the 

route of the A130 between the A12 and A127, particularly around the Hanningfields.  

Her personal story of Terling Hall area life is currently being proof-read by her in house editor. 

5 Clare has been map-checking, mainly for the area near Hatfield Peverel. Mervyn will send 

a copy of the 1777 Terling map to members. 

6 David has been taking a well-earned rest after months and months of archive creation, but 

now Anne is to deliver some more of her father’s books and records for cataloguing.  

7 Heather has been working on the database but is still looking for a volunteer who can offer 

free assistance on the upgrading. The son of one resident was recommended but we have no 

funds to pay for work. A short-term fix has been started and work will continue to find a SQL 

programmer to help or alternative method for data storage. 

We have also been asked to find historic information regarding:  

• Titbeech House (often known as Tigbees locally, but also certainly named Kildairy in the 

60s)  

• and also, via the HistoricTerling website, information regarding the Smith family who lived 

at the Old Vicarage opposite the Rayleigh Arms in 1853. Members asked for their input. 

Our next meeting will be at 2.30pm on Thursday NOVEMBER 19th. This will be 

on zoom again. 

  

 


