
 

 

Meeting Notes 

17th November 2020 

Once again, due to Coronavirus restrictions the meeting took place using Zoom online. 

Attendees: Mervyn Bright, Heather Cutler, Debbie Baisden, Colin Cutler, Robin Dixon, Paul Malloy, 

Anne Dyster, Joyce Lewis 

Apologies: Jeanne MacWillson, David Anderson, Clare Maslen 

 
Our November 17th meeting was attended on Zoom by eight of us with apologies from three others. A 

further person, Ged Martin, who had recently found us through the HistoricTerling.wordpress.com 

website sadly could not join us this time. He is a retired Professor of History who now lives in Ireland 

but has a long interest in Essex history and now also writes as a volunteer for the Romford Recorder 

on historic matters. Like us, he found Mervyn Bright's census material very welcome. 

Activities since our October meeting 

1 Mervyn has now completed the Fairstead 1851 census transcription and is working on the 

Terling 1841 records.  

He is looking for any copies of an old Anglian TV programme from July 1966 about Terling (the only 

village in East Anglia, at the time, to have a swimming pool), shot in the village when he was young 

and which had him and his sister at the end.  

He is also looking for a film named “The Candidate", BBC, 1974. It followed Keith Kyle, the Braintree 

constituency's Labour party candidate. It included him talking with Brigadier Metheral at Fairstead 

Hall.  

If anyone can help with either, please email historicterling@gmail.com. 

2 David has been checking the archive boxes for missing materials or items which we have 

catalogued and have yet to scan or photograph.  

3 Debbie thanked Mervyn and Anne for photos supplied to her to use in the planned pub 

display, and also thanked Clare Maslen and Freddie Strutt for articles regarding the history of the 

Rayleigh Arms pub. 
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4 Paul is still coordinating material about school days for Terling Tales, but finds he is easily 

diverted by the fascinating stories they have collected so far! He and Heather did manage a short 

historic walk around part of the village as a Covid exercise. A number of pictures were taken for the 

future walk pamphlet and a lot of chatting took place, using the John Thurgood list of buildings of 

historic interest. One village story in particular relates to the plague room in the Old Vicarage - so 

Doreen and Derek what more can you tell? 

Debbie has also spoken with one resident who is keen to sit in the pub (when we can once more!) 

with a couple of others of his era, for a recorded chat about past life in the village. Anyone else who 

would like to do the same, over a couple of pints, please contact Paul through 

historicterling@gmail.com or speak to Debbie at the pub. 

5 Robin has been frustrated by the closure of the Essex Records Office again, due to the Covid 

restrictions. He has been working on the Terling Provident Society for which we have some items in 

the archive.  

He has also been interested to learn that the due diligence required for the proposed Longfield Solar 

Farm requires archaeological and landscape surveys, which the group may find of use when 

published. The landscape report for example requires field shapes to be recorded. 

6 Colin has been manhandling the archive boxes mainly! 

7 Anne has been busy scanning her late father’s photos, some of which appeared in the 

November Parish News and more appear in this edition. She also has photos of Rev’d Morris, Alf 

Brant and the Land Army girls. 

8 Joyce has been battling home plumbing disasters, but in between she has been sorting 

information and photos of Boreham Airfield when it was used as a racetrack. 

9 Heather has continued to catalogue the archive, during which she had been reminded of a 

group of papers relating to Biddy Langstone’s family which included Smiths and once scanned, these 

details will be forwarded to Chris Smith who had previously contacted us through the website.  

She had previously forwarded to members, details of a Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

series of talks which the group thought would be worth booking, possibly in conjunction with the Four 

Parishes Gardening Club as one section relates to “gardening the world”.  

She also reported that Jackie Isted is preparing two items for the archive and Parish News. They 

relate to the history of the Edward Bear Club and the Gift Boxes. 

Also, a contact through the web, Ged Martin, has asked what details we have of the Mildmay family 

and their long connections with the village prior to the Strutts. 

Our next meeting will be at 2.30pm on Thursday 21ST JANUARY 2021. As this may be on 

zoom again please email me at historicterling@gmail.com if you would like to join us.  

We would love to hear your stories of Terling and its history.  

Meanwhile, we wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year 
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