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Meeting Notes 

28th January 2021 

Once again, due to Coronavirus restrictions the meeting took place using Zoom online. 

Attendees: Mervyn Bright, Heather Cutler, Debbie Baisden, Colin Cutler, Robin Dixon, Paul Malloy, 

Anne Dyster, Clare Maslen 

Apologies: Jeanne MacWillson, (IT issues, created by the need to change of date of the meeting, 

prevented David Anderson and Joyce Lewis joining). 

Activities since our November meeting.  

General note: Heather advised that Mervyn has continued to send a great deal of news clips and 

similar items; Sue Gore has contributed a full scrap book of news reports and we have received a 

wealth of information regarding Gerald Isted, whose work with Marconi during the war included at the 

Vatican.  

1 Mervyn: 

• He is still working on transcribing the 1841 Census – he is about halfway through.  

• It does not look promising regarding the 1966 T.V. programme, "Portrait of a Village". He has tried 

both the ITV Archive and the East Anglian Film Archive, but neither has any record of it. Now 

considering whether he should try Anglia ITV direct and whether it is possible that Lord Rayleigh 

has a copy. 

• He has not yet tried to track down "The Candidate", the 1974 film of Keith Kyle.  

• He is continuing to round up various photos, mainly from Facebook. 

2 Clare: 

• She has been continuing with studying the old village maps, particularly the 1597 map of the field 

names, and then researching the origins of those names. For example: 

o Alderway Woods - Roman origin 

o Crow – Black Haired 

• Clare is also looking into the cemetery shown on a map as beyond the walled garden of Terling 

Place. 

• She is also continuing to look for information regarding Chaucer’s son who lived at Termitts Farm 

and for information regarding Lady Godiva and her links with the village. 

• Clare is also checking through Births marriages and deaths in the village, particularly for the 

Elizabethan era. One such she has found, buried in the churchyard in 1570, is William Sandal 

Esquire, a local Justice of the Peace. 

• Following a request to the group website Clare also replied with her research on the origins of the 

name Doms Lane. “I did take a look at the 1597 map but only fields are named, not roads but 

there was a manor house there called Callendome” She has also looked at the derivations of Dom 
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(one being Anglo-Saxondom: Anglo-Saxon DOM (an glo sak’ son dom) n. The land occupied by 

Anglo-Saxons) and is researching further.  

• She has also looked at the origins of Dancing Dicks Farm and Lane. Thought by many to relate to 

a hanging post as this was a common slang used for the gallows and the feet of the people that 

were hanged would dance around when they were dropped, or their support removed.    

[NB. In those charming days of frequent severe punishment 1217- 1870, people of all social 

levels from prince to pauper might be HANGED until dead, or HUNG, then DRAWN and 

QUARTERED while still alive – but not alive for long! During a long period of 19th-century 

legal reform the sentence of hanging, drawing, and quartering was changed to drawing, 

hanging until dead, and posthumous beheading and quartering, before being abolished in 

England in 1870.  

This area during that time was surrounded by well-established medieval towns and villages 

such as Hatfield Peverel, Witham and Terling and so on.  There is also a woodland name 

Dancing Dick along the Essex Way.  Historical evidence shows that before the wood was 

named there was an area used for dancing and partying for the community.  One can imagine 

how this area attracted the name! 

• Clare is also researching the origins of Peg Millar’s lane, known previously, and still by many 

locals, as Meg Millar’s Lane and or Meg Mellor's. The 1597 village map says that that area was 

quite large and called Middley field.  There were very few roads that had names, but had many 

tracks running round the fields and large houses on the edge of these fields.  Many are no longer 

there anymore. 

The world Medleys in old English means middle/centre and the word miller is derived from that 
word (must be the circle grinding stone used).  Due to the literacy of that time and going 
forward words were misspelt and pronounced differently with changing accents.  So, it is quite 
plausible that the word Meddley eventually became Meg Miller and Peg Miller. 
 
Just to add to the confusion though, Mervyn confirmed elsewhere that he (and some others) 
always knew it as "Witham Lane". It has only been in recent years that he had heard it called 
Peg and that it is "Peg" in the old census returns. 

 
3 Paul 

• As part of the Terling Tales (TT) group he has been concentrating on the school issues section of 

our work, which has revealed that we are getting the same tales told from different perspectives. 

He hopes to have something written up soon for the other members of the TT group to review. 

• Gerald Isted, (mentioned elsewhere) his school days, Essex Records Office and a BBC recording 

will be investigated. 

4 Anne 

• For Terling Tales Joyce is concentrating on wartime and Anne has been dealing with Leisure, 

which has been found to be an enormous area. She is very pleased therefore with the recent input 

from Jackie Isted, Nick Sterk, Cathy Etheridge and others on the Terling Facebook Hub and 

through the Parish News. There is obviously a great deal of interest in the past organised leisure 

activities in the village.   

Coincidentally, on the same day this month Heather chose an item selected from Sue Gore’s 

scrapbook relating to the Pantomime for the ‘Glimpses of Life in Terling’ web page, Mervyn 

emailed about the panto and it was also on the Hub. 

5 Robin 

• Robin was also was able to add to the pantomime story, as he has many pictures of the web 

featured panto and others, in which he and Alison had participated over the years, a few of which 

he showed to the meeting. He will scan them for the archive as soon as possible. 



Page 3 of 3 
 

• As part of a review of the potential solar farm Longfield site he has found some information 

regarding settlements, archaeology and historic land use, which he continues to investigate. 

6 Debbie 

• Debbie has decided to use the pub Long Room to display village items, including a timeline of pub 

events; including reference to the White Hart; bands that have performed and similar. Any pictures 

welcomed. 

7 Colin 

• He has scanned each of the Sue Gore scrapbook items so they can be archived and displayed 

separately as required. 

• He has also scanned the whole of the Mercia Langstone ‘The Terling Fever’ booklet so that we 

can in due course add the additional information we now have courtesy of the internet and the 

website. 

8 Heather 

• Responding to emails through the website and additional research Heather has now a 

significant variety of information regarding the Terling Fever.  

o One small item that has always intrigued readers of Mercia Langstone’s book relates to 

the names of the two key doctors, Drs Thorne and Gimson, whose work through the 

typhoid outbreak was written up in the Lancet and various national news reports. 

Throughout Mercia’s book they are normally, but not consistently, written as Dr Thorne 

Thorne and Dr Gimson Gimson. Many have assumed this to be a typographical error 

at the time of the original publication, but, confirmed through Ancestry.co.uk, 

intriguingly both men had the last name also as a middle name, and were known in 

both formats. 

• Family trees including Gerald Isted were provided by a contact through the website together 

with details of Gerald’s remarkable life, working not only at Marconi’s in Chelmsford, but with 

Marconi himself. This may also explain why one of the Marconi test sites, and one of the 

lighting based, bomber-plane deflection sites, were on Lord Rayleigh’s estate. On the Essex 

Records Office site there is also a variety of interviews with Isted, including:  

Part 4: More details about working with his brother manufacturing radio equipment; 

manufacture of single valve wireless set; sold at exhibition in London; working out of the 

Rayleigh Arms; story of getting job at Marconi Company after Mr Tilly and Mr Ward saw their 

aerial on fishing trip to Terling (5 minutes 45 seconds). 

Another project! 

While looking through Isted and Marconi items online I also found this page Marconi | 

(essexrecordofficeblog.co.uk) from the Essex Records Office which may interest readers who 

worked at Marconi and the Terling Tales team members. 

• The Smith family papers which formed part of Mercia’s own family tree, have now been 

scanned and catalogued. 

9 David (information supplied after the meeting) 

• David has spent many hours going through Box 1 and found a number of missing files or 

documents or items that had been misfiled, some of which Heather was able sort out but until 

we can gain unfettered access to the church and boxes he doesn’t expect to add further 

details. 

http://www.essexrecordofficeblog.co.uk/tag/marconi/
http://www.essexrecordofficeblog.co.uk/tag/marconi/

