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Annual Report for 2018 
My apologies for the length of this initial report, but as such, I felt it needed some context. I promise any future 

reports will be much more succinct. 

As part of the successful submission to the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for financial support for the repairs to 

the All Saints’ spire, there were various proposals for methods to attract more visitors to, and understanding of, 

the heritage of the building.  

The proposals were: 

1 Training – Schools 

a) £ Use the very visible work on the tower to attract more interest in the building and its heritage, 
including, if possible, the filming/photographing/drawing of the work by the local school, and with 
particular reference to the various construction skills involved and potential for careers in the 
various trades. This relates to school visits to sites 

b) £ Engage with the local junior and senior schools to understand the educational activities in which 
the pupils can be involved. For example:  IT opportunities for database and website development, 
historical research, looking at flora in the churchyard, art work on boards round scaffolding. 

2 Training – Volunteers 

a)  Plan for other outcomes, such as tour guide training, displays, presentations, guides in multiple 
formats. 

b)  Prepare a training plan in conjunction with Essex Records Office, Lord Rayleigh's archivist, 
architect for training opportunities for the PCC and wider community. 

c)  New village History Group to engage locals with the history of the building so we can use them 
as guides for events such as Open Days, Fete, Open Gardens Costs of visits and speakers to be 
borne by attendees of History Group 

3 £ Church Activity 
Hold a service in the church to dedicate the repaired spire and tower. We plan to keep a note of all the 
people who have worked on the project and invite them to the service and afternoon tea. 

4 History Events 

a) Village 
 Hold a Village History Evening, with artefacts and books that are available in the church archive; 
items loaned from Villagers, Clubs and Organisations, including photographs, clothing, old and more 
recent films, including the history of the school, at which some of the residents attended as pupils or as 
teachers.  
 Opportunity for residents to record their memories of the village for future generations. 
Light refreshments included 

b) Archaeological & Structural 
i)  Hold an Open Day to present the history of the building, how it has been used over the years, the 
dangers it has faced and how the recent repairs have been performed and the impact they have had on 
the building.   
This is a walk-in event 

ii) £ Hold an Architectural Heritage Evening Speaking Event to show people how the building has 
developed over time; how the recent works were undertaken and how they will maintain the building for 
their enjoyment.  

5 Tower Bells 
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Hold a series of Tower Open Days to that people can see the bells, learn about ringing tower bells and 
hand bells, try some simple ringing and maybe become involved in ringing as a hobby.  

6  Supporting Products 

a) Update the Historical Guide to the Church and print more copies.  

b) Take this opportunity to develop a website and archive database to ensure that historic records of 
the church, the building, the artefacts and the people are not lost and are made available to 
everyone.  

c) This will be separately developed but linked to the community website. There will be ongoing 
hosting fees paid by the PCC 

d) Creation of history pamphlets relating to the bells, Strutt family. famous people buried in or 
remembered in the church. Use the dates when they lived on a contextual calendar to show the 
major events in the world. This will be part of permanent display  

e) We hope to be able to work with the schools and RNIB (Royal National Institute for the Blind) to 
create a talking guide, app or braille versions in due course. 

f) Creation of a Children's Guide to the building for use by the local school and other visiting children.  

g) Create a permanent display from the presentation, so that future visitors can enjoy the details and 
provide us with feedback using easy to complete forms.  

h) Develop a map of the churchyard, highlighting its flora, which is believed to have been used as an 
apothecary before the building of the church.  

Some of these goals were met by the Spire Restoration Team (marked above with a £) and others by the 
Historic Terling Group (marked ), working where appropriate, with the All Saints’ Church Events 
Committee. 

In 2018 the results for the History Group were: 

The History Group was set up in April 2018 as it was very apparent that there would need to be a number of 
people helping to achieve the goals set for the funding and it immediately engaged more of the community 
in the heritage aspects of the building.  

The first (and subsequent meetings) was advertised within the Parish News and by posters around the 
village and on the Terling Hub. A questionnaire was drafted to help channel peoples interests and abilities 
and an outline written of what the group was about in the short and longer term.  

Subsequently the group has met each month (except Christmas). It was also represented at the Terling 
School Fete, the Fete on the Green and the Church Bazaar. 

The achievements (and disappointments) during 2018 were: 

1 The plan (2a above) for the outcomes was drafted for the inaugural meeting of the History Group. 

2 The training plan (2b) has yet to be formalised. 

3 The History Group (2c) was set up in April 2018. 

4 The History Evening (4a) was organised for March 2019. 

5 The Terling Tales (4a) sub group of the Historic Terling Group was defined at the onset of the 
group meetings and started work chatting to older members of the Terling community about life in 
the village. Specifically, in 2018, they concentrated on School Experiences, the War Years and 
Leisure. 

6 The Open Days (4bi) were planned for Friday May 17th & Saturday May 18th 2019, to facilitate the 
attendance of both school groups and family groups.  

7 The supporting products were produced.  

a. The existing booklet “A Guide to Terling Church” was updated and more copies printed. 

b. A website was created using the free version of Wordpress called 
HistoricTerling.wordpress.com and a Microsoft Access database developed, by one member of 
the group, to store details of the 400 plus items held in the church archives of church, social and 
family life in Terling.  

HistoricTerling.wordpress.com
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(Although at this time the website is free, allowance was made in the HLF funding for a one 
year of £96 for hosting fees which may be incurred if we chose in future to sell items such as 
Mercia’s history booklets online).  

Two members of the History Group have continued to photograph and catalogue the items and 
the work continues.  

A third member built the archive storage facility within the vestry.  

c. The link from the community website terlingandfairstead.org.uk to the 
historicterling.wordpress.com website has been made. 

d. Pamphlets were researched, designed and print arranged by the group for: The Bells of All 
Saints’ Church Terling; Family Fun Church Quiz and Repairing the Spire All Saints’ Terling 
2018.  

Further research and design was carried for The Strutt Family Memorials in All Saints’ Church 
Terling; The Churchyard of All Saints’ Church Terling – Remarkable People Remembered, for 
which Lord and Lady Rayleigh and their Archivist John Smith were consulted, and An 
Introduction to Terling Tales. 

Local master-craftsman Tony O’Shea was appointed to make two oak stands for the permanent 
displays. 

Competitive prices were obtained for all materials. 

e. During 2018 we had not engaged with the RNIB for production of accessible guides for the 
partially sighted. 

f. The Family Fun pamphlet produced in 2018 is the first of two pamphlets to guide children 
around the building, looking out for clues. A further pamphlet will be produced of a more 
architectural type of clue hunting. 

g. The Royal Warrant Holder for architectural photography, and sometime Terling resident, Peter 
Smith, was engaged to photograph the graffiti, revealed or cleaned of paintwork, by the work of 
two members of the History Group. The photographs were then used by another member to 
create the permanent A2 size display board “Ancient Graffiti and Other Marks”.  

A timeline of events in the church set against what was happening in England and the rest of 
the world at those times was researched and designed by three members of the group, with 
extensive proof reading also by two others. These two A2 prints form part of the permanent 
displays. 

A History of the Spire A2 board was also designed and produced by a member and print 
arranged for use at the History Evening. 

Feedback forms were designed by one member for use at all the events. 

h. The graphic map of the churchyard, designed by Angus MacWillson for the History Group, has 
been used in small format within the pamphlet Remarkable people Remembered, but will be 
used in larger A2 Display format to show the flora and further grave sites following ongoing 
research of any remaining ancient flora for the group. 

I believe it can be said this was a very successful first year for the group, which was probably all you wanted to 
hear. Our goals for 2019 are to make the group more accessible to working residents and to increase our 
membership size. 

terlingandfairstead.org.uk
historicterling.wordpress.com

