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Annual Report for 2019 

 

The achievements during 2019 were: 

 

1. The plan for the HLF required outcomes was drafted for the inaugural meeting of the 
History Group. 

2. The successful History Evening was held in March 2019. Lady Rayleigh kindly scanned 
their extensive archive of pictures of Terling for the event. These photos were shown as a 
continuous presentation during the event, and remain available for other projects, subject 
to approval by Lord Rayleigh. Anne Dyster, using extracts from the Guide to Terling 
Church booklet, created removable descriptive labels for over 20 items of interest around 
the interior of the church, which proved very popular for visitors and have been used in all 
later visits.  

3. The Terling Tales subgroup of three members, Joyce Lewis, Paul Malloy and Anne Dyster, 
continued to meet residents and document their tales of school, leisure and wartime. 

4. The Heritage Open Days were held on Friday May 17th & Saturday May 18th 2019. 

5. David Anderson and Heather Cutler spent 2019 photographing and cataloguing the items 
and the work continues to be updated and published in the Microsoft Access Archive 
database. 

6. U3A visitors from Rayleigh and Clacton were welcomed in October and July with one 
group requesting a return event in 2020. On both occasions a number of visitors were 
shown the ringing chamber by Colin Cutler, who is also a bell ringer. 

7. During the visits by U3A it became obvious that a short pamphlet was needed for visitors 
giving more information regarding the Nobel laurate Lord Rayleigh. These were drafted by 
Heather Cutler and checked by Hon William Strutt and Strutt Archivist John Smith. 
Competitive prices were obtained for all printed materials. These and various other 
pamphlets are available from the church and website for the use of visitors for a donation. 

8. Paul Malloy continued to investigate the ancient graffiti, including working with Roderick 
Braithwaite, a Suffolk historian, including visiting the villages of Lidgate where St Mary’s 
Church has documented ancient graffiti, and Troston where there are rare mediaeval 
church wall paintings. The work is ongoing. 

9. The website HistoricTerling.wordpress.com was continuously developed with inclusion of 
local transcriptions of census records supplied by Mervyn Bright, photographs regularly 
changed, and new pages added such as press cuttings. Over 2,100 views of the website 
were recorded during 2019 from 12 countries from as far away as Brazil and New Zealand 
with Denmark having the most views after the UK! This data is captured automatically by 
the WordPress operating company.  

(Although at this time the website is free, allowance was made in the HLF funding for £96 
for hosting fees and which would then be ongoing, if we chose in future to sell items such 

as Mercia’s history booklets online). 

file:///C:/Users/Heather/Documents/Terling/History%20Terling/Historic%20Terling%20Group/HistoricTerling.wordpress.com
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Our goals for 2020 are: 

1 Develop methods of making the group more accessible to working residents and to increase 

our membership size. 

2 Renew the Baptism Wall chart 

3 Develop an illustrated pamphlet for walking the centre of the village, based upon short 
histories of various buildings. 

4 Engage with the RNIB for production of accessible guides for the partially sighted. 
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5 Continue the investigation of personal histories of those in the graveyard and to develop the 
graphic map of the churchyard in larger A2 Display format to show further grave sites and any 
remaining ancient flora.  

6 Create a further pamphlet describing a history of the architecture of the church  

7 Create an initial Terling Tales booklet. 

8 Continue hosting U3A and other group meetings. 

9 Re-initiate the custom of sending news items to the local press and cataloguing these and 
picture records in the archives. 

10 Review and update the ‘Lest We Forget’ Memorial Book for additional information of the men 
made available since the creation in 2014. 

11 Continue to research and document various local historical facts. 

 

Heather Cutler 

June 2020 

 

 

 


