
 

Annual Report 2020 
Our goals for 2020 were: 

1 Develop methods of making the group more accessible to working residents and to increase our 
membership size. 

2 Renew the Baptism Wall chart 
3 Develop an illustrated pamphlet for walking the centre of the village, based upon short histories 

of various buildings. 
4 Engage with the RNIB for production of accessible guides for the partially sighted. 
5 Continue the investigation of personal histories of those in the graveyard and to develop the 

graphic map of the churchyard in larger A2 Display format to show further grave sites and any 
remaining ancient flora.  

6 Create a further pamphlet describing a history of the architecture of the church.  
7 Create an initial Terling Tales booklet. 
8 Continue hosting U3A and other group meetings. 
9 Re-initiate the custom of sending news items to the local press and cataloguing these and 

picture records in the archives. 
10 Review and update the ‘Lest We Forget’ Memorial Book for additional information of the men 

made available since the creation in 2014. 
11 Continue to research and document various local historical facts. 
 

Our achievements during 2020 were somewhat thwarted and curtailed by the Coronavirus 

pandemic, an historic event itself. 

At the start of the 2020 year we had to cancel the January meeting “Due to a sad combination of 

sickness, work, holidays (not so sad of course) I have cancelled today’s meeting. I will be down at the 

church this afternoon working on the archives instead.” Little did we realise how prophetic that would 

be. 

The global pandemic meant that generally people were required by the Government to remain in their 

own homes, or for a short period during the summer, only meet in small groups of up to six people in 

the open air. Many companies were not functioning in their normal manner or at all. 

We did manage a February meeting but then all meetings were cancelled until in June we felt getting 

together on Zoom for a virtual meeting would be better than no meeting. It did mean however that 

largely members had to work on individual projects. Meetings continued each month on Zoom for the 

remainder of 2020 and were reported on the group website. 

Thus, we sadly failed to accomplish any of the first 10 goals. However, we did make great strides, and 

sometimes small steps, in other areas.  

• Mervyn Bright certainly made great strides in accomplishing work on several census 

transcriptions, which have attracted a number of compliments and many downloads from the 

www.HistoricTerling.wordpress.com  website. Mervyn also contributed a family history 

document, ‘Some Essex Families’ which makes fascinating reading. He also supplied a wide 

range of press cuttings covering many years which are displayed in changing displays in both 

the Parish News and website. 

http://www.historicterling.wordpress.com/


• The website continued to attract a number of interesting and useful contributions from people 

from outside the village.  

• Work was started on the history of Titbeech House but further enquiries were hampered by the 

closure for most of the year (due to the pandemic) of the Essex Records Office. 

• A great deal of work was done by David Anderson on photographing more of the archival 

material held, enabling the updating of the published database on the group’s website. 

• Paul Malloy, Joyce Lewis and Anne Dyster continued, when covid restrictions permitted, to 

meet older residents to chat and record their stories of the War Years, Leisure and Work in the 

village. Mervyn and other villagers have recently posted a great many pictures on the 

Facebook Hub which Anne has been saving together with the comments created by residents 

to add further information for the Terling Tales final documents. Anne is also scanning further 

books and photographs of her fathers. 

• Paul had also contacted Roderick Braithwaite of Yelding Suffolk, with whom he had been 

working on church graffiti including visits by him to All Saints’ and Paul to similar Suffolk 

churches. Lord Rayleigh had also agreed to Roderick’s request for an after-lockdown meeting 

with his Archivist to view the cedar trees planted in the grounds of Terling Place as part of a 

project at Mill Hill School. However, Paul reported that Roderick was now not well enough for 

any meeting. 

• Clare Maslen had been given a superb hand-made book, Terling - A Common Place Book, 

returned from Sarah White’s house where it had been for safe keeping. The book was from 

1975 and showed every aspect of the village life in both hand-painted picture and calligraphic 

formats. This was referenced in the Parish News and is held in the archive and a scanned 

copy is on the website. Clare has also researched a variety of maps and documents for the 

Smith family and others. Clare also helped find information regarding the pubs and other old 

buildings within the village. Clare had also regaled the group of the village ownership by Lady 

Godiva before she sold it to the See of Ely.  

• Debbie Baisden, new owner of the Rayleigh Arms, joined the group and outlined plans for 

using the pub walls for the history of the Rayleigh Arms and its relationship within the village. 

• Colin Cutler scanned and transcribed documents including those created by Mercia Langstone 

and Gerald Isted for future production in more easily produced format, and from Sue Gore who 

has kept scrap books of village event records in the press some of which have been since 

used in the Parish News. 

• Robin Dixon has been investigating the Terling Provident Society, some items and records of 

which are held in the archive including a PDF file of the Provident Society Minute Book 

created by Mervyn in 2020. Robin has also been looking at field references for locations of 

items of historic interest. 

• Heather Cutler joined the group to the www.communityarchives.org.uk website, linking the 

Terling group’s website www.historicterling.wordpress.com to their listing which has a range of 

interesting models of history groups and also funding opportunities. She also continued to 

update the website and database. 

Our goals for 2021 remain as those for 2020, though our individual wanderings through the internet 

and contributions from others on our website may make for happy diversions from the suggested 

path!  

Heather Cutler 

 

http://www.communityarchives.org.uk/
http://www.historicterling.wordpress.com/

