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Meeting Notes 20th May 2021 

The meeting was via Zoom online. 

Attendees:  David Anderson, Heather Cutler, Colin Cutler, Mervyn Bright, Paul Malloy, Joyce Lewis, 

Robin Dixon, Anne Dyster 

Apologies: Jeanne MacWillson, Clare Maslen, Debbie Blaisden. 

 

Since our last meeting: 

David has been unable to do work on the archive as we have been unable (due to covid restrictions), 

but now we can arrange a meeting to review the boxes and look again at potential consolidation and 

for misfiled items. 

Mervyn has been completing work on the 1801 Terling census and the 1778 census previously 

supplied by Clare. He is also working on the 1939 census, which was the extraordinary one used by 

the Government for all sorts of war management. This has a lot of redactions [which are presumed to 

be of living persons] 

He has also supplied the archive with a variety of his parent’s news clippings. 

Paul has finished his first draft of the Terling Tales (TT) Schooldays item which is being proofed by 

Joyce and Anne, who also had contributed items to this. He is also speaking to Anne about some 

suitable photographs. He has yet to contact the school for further photos. 

He hopes to now be able to spend time with both on the War and Resistance aspects of Terling 

Tales. There is currently no planned date for any publication yet as it is still a work in progress which 

needs time to get right. Joyce will arrange some dates for the TT trio to meet. 

Anne has been in contact with the school regarding their recent and proposed talks to the children. 

She has written up the very successful recent school visit about schooldays life when Anne and 
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others attended. The visitors included Bob Isted, Sarah McNamara, Paula Doe and a socially 

distanced meeting with the children was a lovely day.  

She was really impressed with the children, who asked such sensible questions, and listened. She 

has written for attending in the 60s, Bob for the 40s, Joyce for the 50s, and possibly someone else the 

70s. She has sent her version to Paul, and they will discuss how best to use these as part of TT. 

Anne has sent the teacher a great deal of information and phots but sadly has not had feedback yet. 

In addition, Heather had just been contacted by the school regarding those in the village that had lived 

through WW2. Heather had mentioned the recent visit by Bob Isted and also suggested Margaret 

Heughan though she was not in the village then, she could perhaps give a different view. Anne 

suggested Doreen and Derek Rogers, Dennis Dawson, Daphne Parris and Neville Bright. David 

Anderson also volunteered. Heather has since sent these details to the school and suggested Sarah 

McNamara may have addresses for those not known to Heather. 

Joyce has recently been part of a WI walk in the area and she and other walk members were 

shocked by the lack of way markers in the village. 

Robin is now able to visit the recently reopened Essex Records Office (post Covid restrictions being 

somewhat lifted). He will continue his work looking at the history of the Terling Provident Society. 

Colin is still seeking funding for the restoration of the large painting by Joseph Strutt which is 

currently in storage at a restorers, and which previously hung on the west wall of the church.  

In sorting the archive boxes recently he found a number of old Bibles and Prayer books some with 

Terling Place embossed on the front. One of each has been kept for the archive.  

He is also part of the team looking at the churchyard extension which will be needed in the relatively 

near future. There is a possibility that there will have to be an archaeologist’s report on the land which 

has not been in agricultural or other use for many years. 

Heather reported that she had circulated to members a draft document of the proposed walk through 

Terling centre with notes on some of the interesting buildings. This has also been sent to Freddie 

Strutt. Subsequently some suggestions and amendments from members had been included and a 

further draft is being created. One suggestion had been regarding a suggested parking location. 

There was debate about the site of Cracklands, believed by all to be around the old Rectory in Hull 

Lane. Also, the name of a property Crackbones was discussed. 

Paul had recently attended a Village Hall meeting at which the pamphlet had been raised in terms of 

concern regarding the potential for this to be at the Village Hall. It was agreed that no parking will be 

suggested, although it is likely that this pamphlet will not attract additional people to the village, just 

give some historic information for their walk. The primary aim of the range of pamphlets is to 

specifically improve information for people visiting the church. 

Heather is hoping to improve the knowledge we have of the Mildmay and Rochester eras of 

benefaction to the church. This may also assist the churchwardens as part of the current Church of 

England review of the historic connections to slavery and church benefactors.  

She also hopes to address the restoration or renewal of the baptism Board now she can speak more 

easily to the calligrapher used by the Shoebridges when they kindly donated the revised wallchart of 

Vicars and Rectors. 

The first Zoom meeting ended.  

Subsequently all managed to re-enter the Zoom session. This was an opportunity for general historic 

chat and included details of an old Leighs house now to be occupied by Paul’s daughter, Mervyn’s 

parents clipping library. The latter prompted a call for new items for the archive of events happening 

now to ensure future generations have a record of life in the 2020s. This can often be the minute 
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items which make up lives, such as copies of invoices for household items, displays in school or 

copies of news items. Even old school reports! 

The working life of John Thurgood and the pension scams that sometimes are not what they seem – 

they are sometimes genuine – the use of names gained from the hub have been used for naming 

some archive pictures where we had previously been unable to find them, pictures of the outside of 

the Red Triangle Hut and contributions from Australian Terling born Nick Sterk were also some of the 

topics of conversation. 

The problems of the database size and the future was discussed, we are still searching for someone 

with the skills to develop a database large enough and yet still controllable by us. 

The use of photos within the Terling Tales records was discussed for method of production; the 

retention of news from during the covid period and the good things people had done for others 

concluded the meeting. 


